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S $oOcIATE PRESBYTERY to a Miniſter in the 
Presbytery of D——nee 2. 


Should have given a Return to yours of the 
23d January laſt ſooner; but I was hin- 
dred, partly thro bodily Indiſpoſition, and 
partly thro a Throng of other Work u- 
pon my Hands. You grant, that what'L 
OS wrote you perm the Conduct of the 
— preſent Judicator ies ſince the Year 1734 is 
. a fad Truth, to wit, That Reformation- work hath not 
e heen at Heart, at leaſt, with the moſt Part: And like» 
1 wiſe you own, That Indignities have been done in former 
„ Years to the exalted Redeemer, both in his Perſon and 
« Offices, by the Aſſembly's Proceedings with Mr. Simſen, 
«and of late with Mr, Campbell: As alſo, That the 
Head of the Church has been diſhououred by the late 
„ Act of Parliament, and by Miniſters reading it as ap- 
“ pointed; and that Judicatories have not duly teſtified a- 
« gainſt it.” I may add, They have not in the leaft teſtified 
in their judicative Capacity againſt the Injury done thereby 
to the fedoctict's rown and Kingdom. "Bur yet, ſo far 
as you have hitherto underſtood the only Rule to direct and 
uide in difficult Caſes, you write, That, when you con- 
ider ſome particular Scripture-inſtances that you mention 
you are natively led to think, that Communion may be held 
with Churches very corrupt, and eſpecially with ſuch as 
have given no Teſtimony at all againſt groſs Hereticks and 
the Hereſies taught by them; and conſequently, as your 
Miſſive imports, you do not ſee it to be your Duty, from 
the Lord's Word, to bear Teſtimony againſt the Sins, Er- 
rors and Backſlidings of the preſent Times, in the Way 
of Seceſſion from the Judicatories of this National Church. 


— mm —ñ—ͤ— 


D. B. I am heartily ſorry that we ſhould have diffe: 


rent Sentiments about the Manner of teſtifying for the in- 
jured Fruths of Chriſt in this Day of Perplexity and treading 
gown in pur Valley of Por. I own, that, atter the Mee» 


) 


many Thoughts of 


chen, declare a Seceſſion from the preſent Judicatories of 
this Church, in our Proteſtation entred before the Com- 


% f = 2 2 
> 7 


= ting of the Aſſembly 1734, 1 was in much Perplexity a- 
1 dot our ne Is a State of Seceſſion; it occaſioned 
| _ e me, N what was 
Duty in the preſent Caſe; But as I had no Heſitation about 
Dae en I did, together with my other three Bre 


miſſion of the General Aſſembly November 1733; ſo, when 


J have obſerved the Conduct of the ſaid Judicatories ſince 
the Year 1734, how, inſtead of returning to the Lord, they 
bave gone further back, that I fear that Word may be 
juſtly applied to them, Fer. viii. 4. 5. Thus ſaith the Loyd, 


Shall they fall, and not ariſe. hy then is this People o i 


eruſalem Hidden back by a perpetual Backſliding ? They bo 


ft Deceit, and refuſe io return; J have been gradual] y clea- ; 


red, and more and more confirmed, that ir is our Duty to 
continue in a State of Seceſſion from them. I ſhould nor 


have troubled you further on this Subject; but ſince you 
have been pleaſed togive me a Hint at the Scripture Grounds 
and Reafons, which you judge to be of Weight with you 
to determine you to continue in Conjunction with the pre- 
ſent Judicatories, I judge it my Duty, with all Brotherly 
and Chriſtian Freedom and Tenderneſs, to lay more fully 
before you ſome Conſiderations that have cleared my Way, 
and by which I have been confirmed, in judging it my Du- 


ty to concur with my Brethren in en uch judicially, and 


ina Way of Seceſſion from the preſent Judicatories, againſt 


former and preſent Backſlidings and Defections that this 


; „ whole Church and Land ftand chargeable with: And if my 


Views are wrong, or if my Reaſonings are not juſt, I am 
willing to be ſet right from the only unerring Rule, the 


Law and Teſtimony ; and I defire, if my Heart deceive 


me not, to ly open unto Light from the Lord's Word. 

The Queſtion hetwixt us is, concerning Communion with 
the preſent Judicatories of this National Church, Whether 
2t is our Duty to continue to teſtify againſt a Courſe of Back- 
Aiding and Defection in a Way of Union and Conjunction 
with them, and as Parts of one and the ſame ruling and go- 
verning Body? Or if it is not rather our Duty to come out 
Tom among them, and to bear Teſtimony to injured Truth 
min a Way of Seceſſion from them ? That we may have a more 

{220k and diftin& View of the preſent Queſtion, I be 
caye to obſerve a few Things wherein I hope we ſhal 
Nears 
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If, There is a vaſt Difference betwixt a Church poin- 
ang towards Reformation, or ſtriving to maintain what Pu- 
"BW rity ſhe has attained unto ; and a Church that is loſing her 
"_ Purity, and declining from ſuch Steps of Reformation as 
ſhe has mercifully reached, and alſo juſtifying herſelf in her 
Backſlidings and Defections: In the former Caſe, many 
Things that are wrong and defective ought to be panently 
born; but in the latter Caſe, that is, when a Church is lo 
ſing her Purity, and declining from Steps of Reformation 
attained unto, 2 Backſlidings ought to be teſtified againſt: 
And if ſhe is juſtifying her Backſlidings, and refuſing to 
return unto the Lord; and eſpecially, if ſhe juſtify her- 
ſelk in theſe, in the Face of Repreſentations and Remon- 
ſtrances againſt her Iniquities; then a more ſolemn Teſtimo. 
ny againſt her is needful, Fer. xv. 19. And if thou tale 
forth the Precious from the Vile, thou ſbalt be as my Mouth ? 
| Let them return unto thee, but return not thou unto them. | 
 2dly, When we ſpeak of a Teſtimony for Truth, the 
Queſtion is not, If a perfect Teftimony can be given by any 
Sett of Men whatſomever in any Period of the Church a- 
inſt Error or Backſliding from the Lord? All our 
| Feftimonics and Witneflings whether judicial or extraju- 
dicial, as well as all our Preachings and Prayers, have their 
corrupt Mixture; they are ſtill defective either in the Mat- 
ter or Manner, or in both; they all bear the Print of our 
foul Fingers upon them: The Honour of giving a perfe& 
Teſtimony to Fruth belongs to the Head and Captain of our 
Salvation; he alone is the faithful and true Witneſs; his 
Teſtimony has a Perfection both of Parts and Degrees, 
there is nothing wrong and nothing defective in it. But, 
zaly, The Queſtion is, Whether or not, when a Church 
is declining and backſliding from the Purity that ſhe has 
once attained unto, ſuch a Teſtimony may and ought to be 
| given uuto injured and oppreſſed Truth, as bears ſome Pro- 
ortion unto the Injury that is done by the backſliding 
Party unto the Truth? A Teſtimony of this Kind is what 
J call an adequate Teſtimony. In yours, you make an 
adequate and perfect Teſtimony the ſame Thing: I ſhall not 
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: \ contend about Words; If you think the Word adequate im- 
| Proper, I ſhall eaſily part with it; Only)I humbly judge, 
that, in a declining Period of the Church, ſuch a Teſtimo- 
. ny may and ought to be given (eſpecially by ſuch Office- 
| bearers of the Church who defire to be found faithful unto 


the Lord) as bears ſome Proportion unto the Injury that is 
done to Truth, by the Party who are carrying on a 
J . 
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of Backſliding : And therefore, when the Judicatories of 
a Church let go any of the Truths of Chriſt, or deviate 
from any Thing that has been adopted as a Point of Truth 
agreeable to the Word of God, whether it concerns the 
Doctrine, Worſhip, Government or Diſcipline of the 
Lord's Houſe, a Teſtimony againſt them is neceſſary. And, 
that the Teſtimony may bear ſome Proportion to the Injury 
that is done to Truth, the following Things appear to me 
to be needful. | 
1. That ſuch as aim at Witneſſing for the Truth, bear plain 
and expreſs Teſtimony to every one of the Truths that are 
oppoſed : They ought to maintain and aſſert the Truth, in 
direct Oppoſition unto the Terms in which it is impugned 
or denied. | 1 
2. It is likewiſe needful, that they point out the particular 
Steps of Deviation or Backſliding, ſo far as they can diſ- 
cern in a Church or her Judicatories, from Points of Re- 
formation once attained unto : Both theſe are neceſſary 
Z from the Lord's expreſs Command, Rev. ii. 25. But thats 
= evbich ye have already, hold faft till I come. Rev. iii. 11, 
. 'Hold that faſt which thou haſt. They are neceſlary for the 
Conviction of ſach as are carrying on the Courſe of Back- 
ſliding, and as Means of their Recovery, Lev. xix. 17, 
They are neceſſary for the Confirmation and Eſtabliſh» 
ment of ſuch as love the Truth, and who deſire to cleave 
to it, Heb. x. 23, 24. In a Word, No Point of Truth 
. once received ſhould be knowingly let go, and no public 
| Sin ſhould be wilfully covered or palliate. If we ſer our 
Thumb upon any Divine Truth, or conceal any publick 
3 Sin, from any carnal or political Conſiderations, we grieve 
: the Spirit of Truth, and are unfaithful unto the Truſt com- 
| mitted unto us, //a. Ixiii. 8, 10. 
3. A Teſtimony ought to be given to Truth in the ſame 
publick and expreſs Manner in which the Courſe of Back- 
fliding is carried on; otherwiſe the Teſtimony bears not a 
due Proportion unto the Injury that is done to Truth. As 
for Inſtance; When Truth is oppoſed from the Preſs, if 
the Prefs is open it aught to be defended from the Preſs ; 
and, in ſome Caſes, this may be reckon d a 2 bea- 
ring a Proportion unto - the Injury that is done to Truth. 
Again, when Truth is doctrinally oppoſed, it ought to he 
doctrinally maintained and aſſerted: This may likewiſe in 
ſome Gaſes be reckoned a Teſtimony bearing ſome Propor- 
tion to the Injury that is done to Truth. Again, when the 


| Keys of Government and Diſcipline are perverted Beers 
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| © Office-bearers of the Church, and when they in theif. 
ſudicative Capacity, inſtead of cenſuring the Erroneous, 

Ao either ſcreen or protect them; and, inſtead of aſſer- 

ting and maintaining the Truth, do paſs Error without a 


Teſtimony againſt it; and when, inſtead of ſupporting the 
Flock 4 Heritage of God in theſe Privileges and Libera 


ties whetewith Chriſt has made them free, they —_ 
break and ſcatter them; then ſuch as deſire to be found 


faithful to the Lord, if they have Acceſs to meet to- 
gether, ought in a judicial Capacity to bear Teſtimony to 


the Truth, and vindicate the Liberties of the Flock of 
Chriſt: Otherwiſe their Teſtimony cannot be reckoned to 


dear a Proportion to the Injury done to Truth, or the 


Violence and Oppreſſion done to the Lord's Heritage. Yet 
I obſerve, in the ©) ht OT 

- 4tb Place, That when the Bulk and Body of the Office- 
bearers of the Church carry on a Courſe of Defection, and 
when the ſmaller Part are only grieved with their Pro- 
ceedings, they ought to uſe proper Means for reclaiming 


4 


their ſinning and offending Brethren before they aſſociate to- 


ther by themſelves for the Exerciſe of the Keys: It may 

e neceſſary to deal with them to return to their Duty, by 
Petitions, Repreſentations, or doctrinal Teſtimonies againſt 
them. Theſe and the like Means may be warrantably uſed, 
and in ſome Caſes it is Duty to uſe them, before the ſmaller 
Party aſſociate together for the Exerciſe of the Keys of 
Government and Diſcipline. rea 

5. When the ſmaller Part, that deſire to keep the Word 
of the Lord's Patience, have tried the above and the like 
Means without Succeſs; and when, notwithſtanding of Re- 
monſtrances in Judicatories and doctrinal Teftimonies againſt 
them, the Majority of the Office-bearers:of a Church go 
on reſolutely in a Courſe of Defection from the Lan 
Then it is the Duty of ſuch who deſire to be found faith- 
ful, tho' they may be few in Number, to aſſociate together 
for the Exerciſe of the Keys of Government and Diſcipline, | 


for the Ends for which they are committed unto them by 
the glorious Head of the Church: And in this Caſe (call it. 
| a Seceſſion, or give it any other Name you 5 the ſmal. 


ler Part, who deſire to diſcharge their Duty, and to be 
faithful to the Truſt committed to the Office- bearers of the 
Houſe of God, depart not from the Church, nor from the 
Ordinances and Inſtitutions of Chriſt, but leave the corrupt 
and backſliding Part, and endeavour to do what they are 
commanded to do, and what all — 
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ht to do, as they would approve themſelves unto the | ; 


Head of the Church, and as they wonld anſwer the End 


and Deſign of their Appointment and Inftitution in the 
New-Teftament Church, which is for the Support and De- 
fence of the Truth, 1 Tim. iii. 11. and for the Edification © 


(net for the Deſtruction) of the Body of Cbriſt. 4 


But in regard you judge that Marters are not as yet comes 
to this Paſs in t reſent Judicatories, that the ſmaller. 


Part ought to leave the backſliding Part, and affociate to- 


ther for the Exerciſe of the Keys of the Lord's Houſe; 


Therefore, the Queſtion betwixt us comes to this, Whether 


or not, as the Judicatories of this National Church are at 


reſent fituare, it is Duty to contend in a Way of Con- 
unction or Communion with them; or, if it is not rather 
Duty for the ſincere (tho' the ſmaller) Part to leave the cor. 
rupt Part, and to aſſociate together for the Exerciſe of the 
Keys of Government and Diſcipline, according to the 
Word of God, and the Acts and Conſtitutions of the Church 


of Scotland agreeable thereto; that ſo they may in a judi- 
cial Capacity bear Teſtimony to the Truths of Chriſt a- | 


inſt the Injuries done to the ſame ; and alſo that they may 
oe Teftimany in the ſaid Capacity unto the Rights, Li- 


i ©  Herties, and Privileges of the Subjects of Chriſt's ſpiritual 


Kingdom, againſt the Violence done them by the preſent 
Judicatories; and that they may contribute their Endeg« 
vours for their Relief in their preſent oppreſt, broken and 
ſcattered Circumſtances through the Land? You think the 
former is Duty, namely, that you ought to contend in a Way 


of Conjunction with the Judicatories, I ſuppoſe by Peti- 


tions and Repreſentations given in to them, by Reaſonings 
againſt them, and by Diſſents from their backſliding Courſes, 
Before I conſider the Scripture-inſtances ye adduce to ſup- 
port your Judgment and Practice, allow me to offer a Scrip- 
ture- argument or two for the Latter, namely, That ſuch 
is the Situation of the preſent Judicatories of this National 
Church, that all who deſire to be found faithful unto the 
Lord ought to leave them, and to aſſociate themſelves to- 
gether for holding up and maintaining a Teſtimony in a ju- 
dicative Capacity againſt the preſent Courſe of Backfliding 
and Defection. 
If, The preſent Judicatories are carrying on, in their 
judicative Capacity, a Courſe of Backſliding and Defection 
from the Lord; and conſequently they are perverting the 
Keys of Government and Diſcipline to Ends and Purpoſes 
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them by the Head of the Church: Or, their Authority is 


exerciſed, not for the Edification of the Body of Chrift, hut 
for their Deſtruction; and this is done, notwithſtanding 
the ordinary Means have been uſed to reclaim them? 
Therefore it is unſafe and dangerous for you to continue 
in Conjunction with them. I know you will readily grant, 
that a Courſe of Backſliding and Defection has been car- 
ried on by the fret rw in their judicarive Capacity : 
The Erroneous have been brought ro their Bar, at d either 
aſſoilzied from Proceſs, as in Mr. Campbells Caſe, or diſ- 
miſſed with a flight Cenſure, as ip Mt. Simſon's Caſe ; they 
have refuſed to aſſert the Truth in plain and expreſs Terms, 


in Oppoſition to the Scheme of dangerous Errors vented by 
| theſe Men, neither have their Errors been expreſly con- 


demned. By theſe Means Error is ſupported and counte- 
nanced, and Truth is born down and oppreſſed, likewiſe 
a lordly Dominion is exerciſed over the Heritage of God 
through the Land. The Crown rights of the Redeemer have 
alſo been openly invaded by the late Act of Parliament ap- 

inted to be read in the Churches, and the moſt Parr of 
the Minifters of Scotland have given Obedience to the faid 
Act, and there is a deep Silence in all the Judicatories about 
the Injury that is done to the Redeemer's Crown and Dig- 


nity thereby. Theſe Things you will readily acknowledge: 


And you cannot refuſe that the Judicatories have been dealt 
with y Inſtructions, Petitions and Remorftrances ; not only 
by inferior Judicatories unto ſeveral General Aſſemblies, 
but alſo by a confiderable Bodv of Minift- rs, Elders and 
private Chriſtians through the Land. Theſe Means were 


* eflay'd, till four Miniſters were thruſt our from Commu- 


nion with the Judicatories by Act of Aſſembly 1732; and 


that becauſe they proteſted for their juſt Right and 1 


of teſtifying, on all proper Occaſions, againſt the Bac 

flidings and Defections of this Church: And the Judica- 
tories, to this very Day, do not ſhew the leaſt Wil ſingneſs 
to take with their Iniquities, or to acknowledge the ſame 
before the Lord; they ſtill refufe to be aſhamed, tho', for 
many Years bypaſt, the Courſe of Backſliding has been 


Carried on with a high Hand, notwithſtanding of man 


Remonſtrances againſt the ſame. Therefore, ſince this is 
the State of Matters with the Judicatories of this National 
Church, it is unſafe and dangerous for you to continue in 
Communion and Conjunction with them; and that becauſe, 
Pat While you and others continue among them, you are 
arts and Members of that 2 and governing Body, who 

| | = 7: 


are carrying on with a bigh Hand a Courſe of Defeftian... 
from the Lord, and refuſe to he reclaimed : You are in this 
Reſpe& one Lump with them. The Apen Reaſoning is 
very ſtrong, Know ye not that a little Leaven lea veneth the. 
ephole Lump? 1 Cor. u. 6. Gal. v. 9. 2d, While you con» 
tinue among them, you N their Hands, and harden 
them in their Sin; in regard, tho you reaſon againſt them, 
and diſſent from them, yer by your Practice you declare 
that the Courſes and Meaſures that they are purſuing are 
nat tanti as to make you leave Communion with them, that 
they are not tazti as to fall under that Command of the 
Lord by the Apoſtle, 2 Thefſ: iii. 14. And if any Man obey 
not our Mord by this Epiftle, note that Man, and baue no Com- 
pany with bim, that he may be aſhamed. Tho' Blaſphe- 
my againſt the Son of God, with many other groſs and 
dangerous Errors, have been brought before the Bar of the 
Judicatories, and rho* no ſuitable Teſtimony has been given 
n them, and tho' they are oppreſſing and breaking the 
eritage of God, and conſequently in the Exerciſe of Ga- 
vernment tyrannical; yet they may reaſonably conclude, 
while you continue in Communion with them, that you 
look upon theſe T hings to be of no fuch Moment as to 
make you reckon them ſuch diſorderly Walkers from whom 
you are called to withdraw, 2 Theſſ. iii. 6. D. B. Does not 
this Practice natively tend ta harden them in their Sin? 
Has it no Influence upon you, to make the juſt Impreſſians 
that ye ought to have of the Diſhonour done to God, in the 
above and the like Inftances, by the preſent Judicatories, 
more faint and languid upon your own Spirits? Likewiſe, 
a Generation of righteous Perſons thro' Scotland are theres 
by grieved, and the Hands of ſame of your Brethren, who 
are minting at a judicial Teſtimony, are alſo weakned. 
If theſe Things are duly weighed in the Balance of the 
Sanctuary, I fear, that, notwithſtanding of your Diſſent in 
Judicatories, ye ſhall be found Art and Part in the Diſho- 
nours done to-the Redeemer in his Perſon and Offices, by 
ſuch a cloſs Communion and Conjunction with the back- 
fliding Party. RE | 
. 2d4ly, When the Judicgtorics of a Church do, in their 
judicarive Capacity, carry on a Courſe of Defection from 
he Lord, and refuſe to be reclaimed, it appears to me, 
fon the unerring Rule of the Word, that theſe wha de- 
| hire to cleave to the Lord, tho they are the ſmaller Num» 
ber, ought to diſcharge their Duty by aſſociating themſelyes 
together, in order to diſplay the, Banner of a ei Te- 
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meny for Truth. Before I produce geripture-precept 


and Warrant for this, I muſt premiſe the following Things; 


44.) When I ſpeak of the Duty of the minor Part of he 


Office-bearers of the Church, to aſſociate themſelves to- 
perher, as ſaid is, it muſt be underſtood that they have Ac- 
Ee to meet together, and are not hindred by outward 
Violence, or ſcattered by Perſecution, as is frequently the 
Caſe of the Church, Acts, viii. 2. (2.) I rake it for granted, 
that rhe Keys of Government and Diſcipline are given to 
all the Minifters of the Goſpel by the exalred Head of the 
Church, and that they belong to the paſtoral Office as well 
as the Keys of Doctrine: As alſo, that ſuch as endeavour 
to be found faithful to the Lord, have a better Claim to the 
Keys, than ſuch as are making Uſe of them in direct Op- 
poſition to the Ends and Purpoſes for which they were given 


to the Office- bearers of the Lord's Houſe. And I think it 


would be no difficult Matter to prove, that ſuch who are 
protecting the Erroneous, and who refuſe to condemn Er- 
Tor, or to aſſert the Truths in Oppofition to dangerous He- 
reſies vented and taught, and who are tyrannizing over the 
Flock and Heritage of God, have ſorfeit their Claim to 
the Exerciſe of the Keys, till they return to their Duty. 
And that this is the Situation of the preſent Judicatories of 
this National Church, may appear from what is ſaid in our ju- 
dicial Teſtimony, and from our Teſtimony emitted 1734, and 
may be made more evident in due Time. I hope you have 
ſuch a View of the preſent State of Matters, that you will ac- 
knowledge that the Keys are perverted and abuſed ; that a 


Courſe of Backſliding is carried on, and that they refuſe 
to return unto the Lord. And, in this Caſe, you and your 


Brethren have the Lord's Cal! ro come out from among them, 
to aſſociate together, and to hold up a judicial Teſtimony 


for Truth: As for Inftance, that Command does oblige you 


to this, Contend earneſtly for the Faith which cas once delive- 


red to the Saints, Jude 3. And the Truths of God are a 
facred Depoſitum and Truſt delivered unto the Church; when 


they are oppoſed and aſſaulted, the Members of the Church, 


and eſpecially her Office-hearers, who are particularly ap- 


pointed and ſet for the Defence of Truth, ought to con- 
tend earneſtly for the ſame, You know the Import of the 
Greek Word, that it is not an ordinary Contending, but a 
Contending with the utmoſt Ardour and F Eo a Con- 


trending with all our Might: It is a Stretching of ourſelves. - 8 


ro the uttermoſt in contending for the Faith, that is, in up- 


holding, maintaining and defending Truth, in Oppoſition e 
| : 


1-5 : 


0 2 


all Attacks made upon it. You reckon that your Diſſents a 


in Judicatories are a Contending for the Faith. It is true, 
that in ſome Caſes they may be a ſuitable and proper Te. 


ſtimony ro Truth: But, when the Judicatories do, in their 


judicative Capacity, carry on a Courſe of Detection and 

4cklliding, and will not be reclaimed, we do not ſtreteh 
out — 2 to the uttermoſt in the Defence of Truth, if 
ue ſatisfy ourſelves either with a doctrinal Teſtimony, or 
with a Diſſent in Judicatories, It is evident, that when the 


Office- bearers of the Church, who deſire to diſcharge their 


Duty, have Acceſs to aſſociate and meet together, do con- 
tend in a judicative Cap city for Truth, they carry a Te- 
ſtimony ſomewhat further than by a ſimple Diſſent in Judi- 
catories. Tho', when we have done our utmoſt, we are far 
from doing that which is our Duty; yet, if ye join not 


together to lifr up a 1 Teſtimony for oppreſt and born 


down Truth, you do not contend earneſtly; that is, you do 
not what is in the Compaſs of your Power to do; you do 
not what your paſtoral Office gives you a Claim and Title 
to do. If the preſent Judicatories, in their judicative Ca- 
nk contend earneſtly to diſmiſs rhe Erroneous from their 

ar, and to oppreſs the Heritage of God through the Land, 
all not we contend earneſtly, or ſhall not we diſplay the 


Banner of a judicial Teſtimony in the Name of the Head 


and King of Zion, for wounded and falling Truth in our 
Streets, and for his oppreſſed and grieved Subjects, who 
have been lifring up a Cry throughour all the Corners of 
the Land, for many Years bypaſt, for Help and Relizf, and 
who muſt needs grone under the Yoke and Burden without 
any Remedy, notwithſtanding of all your Remonſtrances 
and Diſſents ee unleſs you fall upon more ef- 
fectual Means for their Relief? Likewiſe we are com- 
manded, Phil i. 27 to ſtand faſt in one Spirit, avith one Mind, 
ftriving together for the Faith of the Goſpel. 

The Word Striving tog-ther is moſt emphatick, The 
fimple Word ſignifies, To ſtrive as in a Battle or in a Race. 
The compannd Word, uſed here, ſignifies a joint Striving ; 


6 like thoſ: who ſee the Enemy advancing, they join toge- 


ther to appoſe the Enemy. This is the preſent State of 

Matters in the Judicatories of the Church of Scotland: They 
are hearing down the Truth in a judicative Capacity; they 
are ſcattering the Sheep of the Lord's Paſture. Ought not 
ſuch as are agerieved under theſe Church ruining and ren. 
ting Courſes, ſtrive together ? Should they not join and aſ- 


- tociate toge.her for the Defence of Truth? Ye ow 3 
35 | Rs vote 


1 R * 138 
. "4 Fo OPER Re an * FD 1 NO 
5 Ly 4 CITES 9 2 n 
; A > TV > QA I I 
< a k * 15 
1 8 4 x 
2 1 F — 4 


AP 


* 1 ( 


4 


died EEE . 7 Be a7 * a” 


——_ I Wo WW: WW 


9 * "An R n 8 . 6 
* TT. FIT, Pr 4 * 
F 2 Ks : 5 

3 9 J 

Cn ITS aa. + 77 g * 2 * : 

44 4 * ? V9 y 7 
F on 83 
4 "a - * 4 4 * c * 
4 + »» 


13 


1 better Claim to the Exerciſe of the Keys than they. The 
Oppoſition that they make unto the Lord's Truths and Peo- 


le, is an unlawful War; The Power of drawing the ſpi- 


ritual Sword is thereby devolved upon the better, tho* the 


ſmaller Part. Ye ought therefore to affociate together, and 


aſſert the Truths, and do what lies within the Compaſs of 


your Power, in a judicative Capacity, for the Relief af, 


the Lord's Heritage and People; otherwiſe I do not ſee 


that you comply with the Command of ſtanding faſt in one 
Spirit, with one Mind, ffriving together for the Faith of the 
Goſpel. If this were fincerely aimed, with that Courage and 
Reſolution that becomes them, by the Lord's ſent Mini- 
ſters in Scotland, as it would be the moſt effectual Check 
unto a corrupt Party, ſo it would be a promiſing Preſage 
that our ſpiritual Captivity ſhould be returned, that our 
W i1derneſs ſhould become a fruitful Field, and that Glory 
ſhould yer dwell in our Land. I might inforce the preſent 
Argument from many other Places of Scripture, ſuch as, Gal. 
v. 1. Zþb. iv. 14, 15, 16. Col. ii. 2. 2 Fohn ver. 8. Rev. ii. 25. 
Bur, if I ſhould illuſtrate and confirm the Argument from 
theſe and orher Places of Scripture, I would ſwell this 
Miſſive beyond all juft Bounds, and it is like to come out to 
a greater Length than at firſt I intended, Y 

I doubt not but you will alledge, that when you remon- 


ſtrate in the preſent Judicatories by your Reaſonings, Votes 


and Proteſtations, againſt the ſinful and unwarrantable Steps 
that are taken; that you „rive together for the Faith of the 
Gofpel. But allow me to ſuggeſt unto you, 1ſt, That your 
ftriving in Judicatories is not a ftriving together, it is not a 
landing faſt in one Spirit and in one Mind, while there is not 
a joint Teltimony given againſt the preſent Courſe of De- 
ſection: You are like broken and ſcattered Parties, who 
fometimes turn about and face the Enemy, bur the Enemy 
poſſeſs the Field: They have taken the Standard from you; 
they have ſet up their Enſigns for Signs, P/al. Ixxiv 4. 
2dly, Your Diſſents in Judicatories are not a judicial Te- 
ſtimony; they are indeed ſome Teſtimony given in the 
Court; but a judicial Teftimony for Truth is an Act of 
Ecc leſiaſtical Power and Authority, exerciſed by the Office- 


bearers of the Church when conſtitute in the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus, declaring and aſſerting the Truths of Chriſt 


from his Word, and vindicating the Liberties wherewith 
he hath made his People free, and condemning Error, 
and cenſuring the Erroneous. We have an illuſtrious Pat- 


fern and Example of this in the ſynodical Meeting at _— 
el dc op 


| Hiſoleth 4; xv. where the Rights and Privileges vf the 
embers of the New-Teftament Church are afferred and 
vindicated, and Sentence is paſt againſt rhe Judaizing 


Teachers, and they are condemned as ſuch who troubled the 


Diſciples with Words, ſubverting their Souls, 24. Verſe, But, 
when you diffent in Judicarories, ye acknowledge that the 
Keys are perverted, and that Church-power and Authority 
is abuſed ; and tho' your Diſſents and other Means that you 


uſe have no Influence upon the Judicatories to reclaim them, 
= you will not make Uſe of the Keys for the Ends and | 


rpoſes for which they are committed unto you: And rhas, 
notwithſtanding of all your Diſſents, Truth lies wounded 
and bleeding without a judicial Oy for it; the 
Heringe of God are oppreſſed, and their Rights and Li- 
berties are never judicially aſſected and vindicared. And, 
i thus your Method and Practice is foltowed, Chriſt ſhall 
not have an Eccleſiaſtical Court in Scotland to do Juſtice to 
His injured Truths and oppreſſed Members (in a judicial 
Way) in this Day of grievous Sinning and Backfliding. 


34h, It deſerves our ſerious Confideration, that the Fin- 


exlum, or Bond of our Union and Conjunction with the 
preſent Judicatures of this National Church, is broke; hence 
our Union with them is diſſolved, therefore we ought to 
come out from among them, and to teſtify in a Way of 
— from them againſt the preſent Courſe of De- 
ſection. 
To illuſtrate and confirm the above Argument and Rea- 
ſon for bearing Teſtimony in a Way of Seceſſion from the 
preſent Judicatories of this National Church, we muſt en- 
1 the Bond of our Union and Conjunction in 


faid Judicatories; and then it muſt be made appear that 


this Vinculum or Bond is broken, and that our Union is 


thereby diſſolved. And, for clearing the firſt of theſe, I of- 


Ker the following Things. 

if When we ſpeak of the Bond of our Union and Con. 
junction in the Judicatories, I hope it will not be alledged, 
"that the Civil Eſtabliſhment granted unto any Church is the 
Vinculum, or Bond of the Union and Conjunction of the 
Office- bearers of the Church in Eccleſiaſtical Judicatories, 


or of ſuch Members amongſt themſelves. We will readily 
agree, that the Countenance of Civil Authority is not ne- 


ceſſary to the Being of the Church, tho it is very profitable 
and uſeful to her ourward peaceable Being: As alſo, that 
the Countenance and Protection of the Civil Magiftrate, 
given unto the Judicatories of the Church, in the faithful 


E 


Diſcharge of their Day, is a great outward Bleſſivg, pro- 


& miled unto her in Neu- Teſtament Times, {aiab xſix. 23. 


Ix. 5, 10. Rev. xvii. 16. But when a Courſe of Backſliding 
from the Lord is carried on under the Shadow of the Civil 
Eftabliſkment, or when a legal Eftabliſhment is reckoned 
the Bond of Union and Con junction in Judicatories, then, 
and in both theſe Cafes, it becomes a Snare to the Church, 
W and is neither promiſed nor given by the Lord Jeſus unto 
her for any ſuch Ends and Purpoſes. | ; 


' 2dly, The primary Ligament and Bond of our Union an 
Copjunction in all Church- Judicatories is the Mord of Go 
or the Profeſſion, Acknowledgment, and Belief of the 
Truth, as it is contained in the holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament, the only infallible and unerring Rule 
of Faith and Practice, 1ſaiah viii. 20, Gal. vi. 16. 2 Pet. 
i. 19. And the ſecondary Ligament, or Bond of any 10 00 
Union and Conjunction, are the ſubordinate Standards 
Doctrine, Worſhip, Government and Diſcipline, which 
haye been received and adopted by a Church, as agreeable 
to, and founded on, the holy Scriptures. _ Cn, 
34% The Bond of our Union and Conjunction in the Ju- 
dicatories of this National Church, immediately atter che 
Lord brought us out of Antichriſtian Darkneſs, was our 
Confeſſion f Faith, received and 77 Anno 1560, to- 
ether with the firſt and ſecond Books of Diſcipline. The 
Doctrine contained in the ſaid Confeſſion of Faith, and the 
Government and dan nr of the Houſe of God, as it is 
held forth from the Word of God in the Books of Piſci- 
pline, was frequently ſworn to in the National Covenant, 
which was renewed with great Solemniry in the Year 1638. 
Afrerward the Confeſſion of Faith, compiled at Weftmin- _ 
fer, together with the Form of Church- Government, and 
Directory for Worſhip, agreed upon by the ſaid Aſſembly, 
were all received by the General Aſſemblies of this Church, 
in the Manner dy png in the ſeyeral Acts, adapting the 
fame as eke arts of that Conjunẽtion and Unifermity 
in Religion, ſworn unto in the Solemn League and Covey 
| nant of the three Nations. Hence the Vinculum, or Bond of 
our Union and Conjunction in all our Church- Judicatories, 
is the Doctrine, Worſhi „ Diſcipline and Government of 
the Lord's Houſe, held forth from the holy Scriptures in 
our Canfefſion of Faith, Books of Diſcipline, Form of 
Presbyterial Church-Government, and Directory for Wor- 
ſhip; and all Ranks of Perſons in this Land are ſolemnmlx 
bound and obliged to abide in the Faith, Profe ion ane 


wh 5 ( 16 d | 55 1 
Obedience of the ſaid * Worſhip, Goverumee 
and Diſcipline, by the National Covenant of Scotland, and 
by the Solemn League and Covenant of the three Nations. 
But it is much to be regreted, that the Bond of our Union 
and Conjunction in the Judicatories of this National Church 
is broke, as will evidently appear, if the following Things 


are duly conſidered. 


1f, Tho' all Ranks of Perſons have been guilty of the 
Violation of our Solemn Oaths and Covenants, and tho 
they have been condemned by ſeveral Parliamentary Acts 
and Deeds, and treated in a moft ignominious Manner ; yet _ 


the Judicatories of this Church have never 8 aſſert 


_ their perpetual and inviolable Obligation, ſince our won 


derful Deliverance from Tyranny and Slavery in the memo» 


rable Year 1688. If the Obligation of our Covenants had 
been recognized, or if the Covenants National and So» 
lemn League had been appointed to be ſigned by the Of- 
fice- bearers of this Church, with Accommodation to our 
Circumſtances ; or if one had been made up of both, 
with Additions and Explicarions ſuited to our preſent Caſe, 


and with a ſolemn Acknowledgment of the publick Breache 


es ard Engagement to the Duties of the Covenants; we 


had been nearer our reforming Bond of Union and Con- 


junction in Judicatories, than by the Formula 1711, not to 


mention that general ard looſe Frmula, agreed upon by 
the Aſſembly 1694, which (and no other) Elders are re- 


red to fign to this very Day. And here I may 1 
0 


ſerve, that, as theſe Hrmulas are ſubſtitute in the 


in Judicatories. 
2dly, If it is alledged, That in the Frmula 1711 we 


have the Subſtance of our National Oath and Covenant, in 


regard that, hy cur ſigr ir g the ſaid Formula, we engage and 
promiſe, That we ſhall firmly and clofls adhere to the 
« Doctrine contained in our Coynfe ſſion of Faith, and to 
« the Purity cf Worſhip practiſed in this Church, as alſo 


« to our Presbyterial Goverrmerit and Diſcipline ; and 


« likewiſe that we ſhall, to the outmoſt of our Power in 
« our Station, aſſert, maintain and defend the ſaid Doc- 
« trine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of this 
« Church by Kirk- ſe ſſions, Presbyteries, Provincial Synods, 
4 ard General Aſſemblies; and that, in our Practice, we 
4 ſhall conform ourſe lves to the ſais Worſhip, and ſubmit 
<« to the ſaid Diſcipline and Government, and never en- 

| * deavour 


oom 
of our Solemn National Covenants, we have in ſo far de- 
viate from our reforming Bond of Union and Conjunction 
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dees door, directly nor indiredtly, the Prejudice or Subs 

nt = yerfion of the ſame; I ſhall not enter upon the Que-- 

d ion, Whether the Formula contains the Subſtance of ußß 

Ss. IM National Oath and Covenant ? but I muſt obſerve, that, 

even when the Formula 1711 is ſtated as the Bond of our 

h Union in the preſent Judicatories of this National Church, 

4 the ſaid Judicatories have burſt aſunder this Bond of our Con= OY 
15 junction in them, and conſequently our Union with them is IJ 

Ee. diſſolved, as will appear from the following Inftances. 1f, 

0 Arminian Errors, and Avian Blaſphemies, were brought be- 

s fore the Judicatories in the ſeveral Proceſſes againſt Mr. 

- oh S$imſon, beſide the pernicious and dangerous Errors that 

d have been vented by Mr. Campbell; but the preſent Judi- 

* Catories are ſo far from aſſerting, maintaining and defending 

yo in their Station the Doctrine contained in our Confeſſion of 

d Faith, that they have never expreſly condemned the Scheme 

2 of Errors vented by the foreſaid Perſons; they have never 

f declared the Errors vented by them to be contrary to the 

18 Word of God, and our Confeſſion of Faith, nor aſſerted the 

is Truth in expreſs Terms, and in Oppoſition to the ſaid Er- 

ei Tors, tho the Scheme of Divine Truth, contained in our 

* Confeſſion of Faith, is unhinged by them; and therefore 

E the Judicatories of this National Church are juſtly charge- 

1 able with letting ſlip the Truths that we have heard and 

0 received, Heb. ii. 1. 2 know, that Meſſieurs Simſon and 

y Campbell have pled, That their Doctrines were agreeable 

— to our Confeſſion of Faith; but as Men wreſt the Scrip- 

y tures to their own Deſtruction, ſo Confeſſions of Faith may 

n likewiſe be abuſed and perverted: Therefore this ſhould 

— have rouſed the Judicatories of this Church to aſſert and 

n vindicate the Truths held forth from the Word of God in 


bage ment contained in the e Formula, wheres 


Amin Oye Got wOUYcafsga 


our Confeſſion, in Oppoſition to the daring and bold In- 
ſults that were made upon Divine Truth, contained in our 
Confeſſion of Faith, by Men full of Subtilty, and Enemies 
to the Truths of God. But ſince Error has been maintain- 


ed and defended at the Bar of our Aſſemblies, and Truth 
left naked without a judicial Teſtimony unto it, and ſince 


the 1255 of Divine Truth has not been directed againſt the 
new and different Shapes under which the old Arian and 


Arminian Errors have appeared, which is one of the ſpe- 


tial Uſes and Deſigns of all Confeſſions of Faith, the Judi- 
catories of this National Church are chargeable with de- 
parting from our Standards of Doctrine, and are crimi- 
nally guilty. of counteracting that ſolemn Promiſe and En- 
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oy ie bound and obli 10 to 4 ert, m ald de- 
== 5 che dutmoſt of their Power in their Station, the | 
_ 1 5 contained in our excellent Confeltion of E 
Nich : 
Lixkewiſe, our Presby terian Church Government and Dita 
_<ipline is ſubverted ts the Proceedings of ſudicatories fer 
many Years by paſt, particularly in the manifold Acts of Vio 

4 15 and Oppreſſion upon the Lord's Heritage through the 

Land, by the Intrafidh o of Miniſters upon them, and by 

auriog) Irfvative Authority and Juriſdiction over Presby= 

- rertes, in devolving their inherent Power and Authority us 

4 hon Þ pack d Committees; as alſo, by the Acts paſt by the 

. mbly Anno 1733, with reſpect to the mn W 
fers, and the Minifters in the Presbytery of D 
Chere by new and unwarrantable Terms of Minifte Aa Wo 
Chriſtian Communion are impoſed. 5 thefe, and the like 
r and arbitrary Nes our Presbyterian Frame and 
tution is unhinged, and the ddicatorics of the Church 

have involved themſelves in the Guilt of counteracting the 
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above Promiſe contained in the Formula, whereby 
# engage, Thar they ſhalt never endeavour, directly nor Was 
__- dire ty, the Prejudice or Subverfion of our Geben 
portant Inſtances, the Vinculum and Bond of our Conjuncti- 
dn, as it is ſtated in the Pemula 1511, is broke; and con- 
fequentiy our Union with the prefent Judicatories i is diſfol- 
| 7 Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, Eyb. iv. 31. 
It muſt be a Con Aion at beſt for a Sertes of Proteftations 
| f, and Diſfents from, them, #. e. a Conjunction for 
"Br T am afraid that I exceed the Bounds of a Miſlive, 
and therefore I ſhall not infift further in the Proof that 1 
is our Duty to maintain a Teſtimony againſt the Current 
tho” many other Things might be offered from their pre- 
fer Situation and Condutt. I ſhall now proceed to take # 
View of the Scriprurc-inftances that you adduce, which 
Churches very corrupt, and efpecially with fach as have 
given no Feftimony at — a Ns a gel Jerericks and Hes 
_ Feffes tan fe By We. tend to prove by theſe 
mt Judicatories andy 0 Engl Church are in mi 
ern corrupt, and the" they have giver no fügt 


and Diſcipline, Thus, in all the above weighty and im- . 
Our Union and 1 U with them cammot now be 
Fro pk not for Peace, 
Defection, in the Way of Seceffion from the Judicatories, ; 
Kad you to think that Commmion may be held with 
| Thftanees is (as I hum * J that notwithſtanding the 


= 9 mo Herafies 05 tire horn. „ | 
1 on with them, and that it is not pour | 


I ſhall endeavour, with all the cory and | 
actiality I cav, to ». 9 "FAGT our perticylay lar Scrĩpture- in- 
nd ta conſider what — the Duty pointed out from 
e preſent circumſfantiate Caſe of Fug National 


"The rt Inſtance that you give is that of ep of Arte 


Ge EF 


beg. Is might have added Nicademus 175 Luke xxiii. 50. 
A xix. 3 AT dine They were both Members of the Zewyb 


Inſtance that we may air. continue in Communion 
h Jadicatorics very 9 . is one Thing mu 
Fe poo be before lt Ties can make good your Argument 9 
ſepb aud n 
keep heir Sa one in the . 725 Sanhedrim REA that 1 
ing the Lord of Glory. But this cannot 
5 12 . ; yea, the contrary appears Evt- 
1 to me: For we find the Sanhedrim conveened a ſhort 
© Time thereafter, A#s iv. and they command the Am 
- poſtles, Ferſe. 18. not to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the Name 
of Jeſus. You 2 fopoſe thar Foſeph and Nicodemus 
were preſent, otherwiſe you mult likewiſe ſuppoſe that they 
conſented to this wick TY of the Sanhedrim, or, 
which is the ſame Thing, that they were criminally filentz 
And I do not find, in any of the l of the 
Sanbeaxim. recorded in the Book of the 4&s; the leaſt Hint 
that they were preſent. Hence I think it obvious and plal 
that Jaſeph and Nicademus, after they had ſolemnly diſſent 
from the above wicked Deed of the Sanbedriay. left that 
corrupt Court, and joived themſelves to the Society of the 
Apoſtles, and Diſciples of Chriſt who were teſtifying againſt 
the Corruptions of the F-evj/b Church and State: And there- 
fore I may juſtly infer from this Inſtance you have given me, 
that you ſhould leave the Judicatories of this National 
Gharcb, where Chriſt is wounded in his Truths and oppreſt 
in his Members, with a ſolemn Proteſtation againſt them; 
and that ye ſhould join no more with them while they con- 
tinue in the preſent Courſe of Backſliding and Pefection, 
bur rather that ye ſhould join yourſelf to ſuch as are en- 
deavouring to teſtify againſt preſent and former Corrup- 


tions, 5 
S Your 
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the Erroneous, yet you may. One 1 
their Corruptions i in the Way SLES 55 2 9 


Sanhedr ifſented from their attrocious Deed in con. 
— rl the Prince of Lite. But I cannot ſee from ts 
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Tour ſecond Scripture-arp 
=. and particularly to the Churches of Pergamos and Thyativa, | 


J , ” and Hereſies taught by them: But yet, ſay you, there is 


#® ©? i 
8 © IE FS. 
> : 1 
N 


ooh ument apainft Seceſſion 1 
taken from our Lord's Epiſtles to the Churches of , 


who had given no Teſtimony at all againſt groſs Hereticks, ? 


no Call to ſeparate from them, tho' the Lord is diſpleaſed 
with their not cenſuring theſe Hereticks; and they are ap» 
proven by him in other Reſpects, as bolding faſt bis Name, 
and that they bad not denied the Faith, tha they had not 
cenſured theſe who had done ſo. 0 
Ia cannot find any Argument from the Epiſtles to theſe 
Churches, to ſupport your Conduct and Practice in continu» 
ing in Communion with the Judicatories of this National 
Church: And that becauſe, | 3 
I, There is a great and evident Diſparity betwixt the 
Caſe of the Churches in Aſia, and the preſent Judicatories 


8 of the Church of Scotland: For, in the firſt Place, the 


Churches you mention are not charged with carrying on a 
Courſe of Defection in their judicative Capacity; they are 


** nor charged with uſing a tyrannical and lordly Dominion 


- over the Heritage and Flock of God; they are nor char- 
1 a with any direct Countenance and Support given to the 
Erroneous and Seducers, nor with any poſitive Step of De- 
ſection from Reformation once attained unto. But this is 
not the State of Matters at preſent in the Judicatories of 
this Church, as may appear from what is above obſerved: 
And therefore we ide no juſt Claim to the Commendation 
given to Pergamos, Rev. ii. 13. of bolding faſt his Name; 
and much leſs to that which is given to Thyatira, Ver. 19) 
bat ber laſt Works were more than her firſt; for ours are 
daily further from our firſt Works. 24y, The Churches 
of Pergamos and Thyatira are indeed charged with a very 
hainous and grievous Omiſſion, viz. That there was na 
Eccleſiaſtical Proceſs againſt the Seducers mentioned, and 
that Church-cenſures were not inflicted upon them: 
But then you will grant, that the Sin of the Office-bearers 
of theſe Churches Pag been more hainous if a Proceſs had 
been commenced againſt them, and if they or their Errors 
had been brought to the Bar of the ſeveral Judicatories of 
Pergamos and Thyatira, and if the Seducers had been diff 
miſfed without Cenſure, and their Errors without an expreſs 
judicial Teſtimony againſt them. Now, there is not the 
leaf Hint that the Office bearers of Pergamos and Thya- 
| Fira had taken any Notice of them ina judicial Way; 
yea the contrary is plainly declared in the ſeveral Epiſtles 
is . unte 
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unto them: But this is the hainous Crime of the Judicato- 


= ries of the Church of Scotland, that the Erroneous have 
= been brought to their Bar, groſs and pernicious Errors have 
been under their Cognizance, and yet the Erroneous are 
till retained in Miniſterial and Chrifttan Communion, and 
their Errors are never judicially condemned. Thus you 
ſiee that there is no Parallel betwixt the Caſe of the Churches 

- «you mention and that of the Church of Scotſand: Nay, the 


Office-bearers of rhe Church of Scorland, in their judicarive 


Capacity, may be juſtly charged with a more direct and 
more expreſs Countenancing and Supporting of Error, than 


any of the above-mentioned Churches of 41a. . 
But, not to inſiſt upon this, let us conſider what is the 


the Duty pointed out unto us from what the Spirit hath 


ſaid unto theſe Churches: And here we may obſerve, in the 


Place, what were the Sins of Pergamos and Thyatira for 


which they are reproved and condemned. We have the 


Sin of Pergamos, Rev. ii. 14, 15. But I have a few Things 


againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt there them that hold the Do- 


- irine of Balaam, &c. So baſt thou alſo them that bold the 
Doctrine of the Nicolaitans; which Things I bate. And in 


Ver. 20. Thyatira's Sin. Notwithſtanding I have a few 


Things againſt thee, becauſe thou ſuffereft that Woman ſexe- 
del, which calleib berſelf a Propheteſs, to teach and ſeduce 


my Servants, &c. It is evident that both theſe Churches 


are reproved and condemned, becauſe the Sword of Dif. 


cipline was not drawn againſt the Hereticks and rhe Sedu- 
cers mentioned, and becauſe they were tolerate or kept in 
Communion with them notwithſtanding of their croſs and 
abominable Doctrines. Hence the Duty pointed out unto 
the Churches in Aſi a, and unte the Churches in all ſuccee- 
ding Generations, is to purge out from among them the 
erroneous Seducers, by inflicting Church-cenſures upon 
'them, and condemning their Errors: And conſequently 
the Judicatories of the Church of Scotland are highly 
guilty in holding ſuch in Miniſterial and Chriſtian Commu- 
nion with them who have taught 4ria® or Arminian Do- 
Erives, and in ſuffering ſuch to teach who have exalted Self 
unto the Throne of God, and who propagate other per- 
mcious and Soul- ruining Errors. 4 


-  24ly, Tho' we arenot told from the Scriptures what was 


the Conduct and Behaviour of theſe Churches in Aſia after 
this ſolemn Reproof was given them, nor how they enter= 
tained the ſame ; yet it cannot be refuſed that it was their 
Duty immediately ro have ſet about purging the W—_— 
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* highly aggravated if they deſpiſed or neglected the Reproals . 
gien them from Heaven in the ſeveral Epiſtles directed Tù 
a them. And we may eaſily ſuppoſe that the Churches 

Pergamos and Thyatira did one of the two; either they 
di ae Bube eee that was given them and diſchar- 


r they did it not: If they did take with 
Reprook, and ſer. about the Diſcharge of their Duty, 


that is, if they judicially condemned theſe abominable Here 
and cenſured the wicked Seducers, then there was ne 


round. of Seceſſion from them. In like Manner, if the 


udicatories of this National Church had diſcharged their 


Duty aſter Repxeſcotations and Remonſtrances given unto 
them, there would have been no Ground of Seceſſion from 
them; or, if they would yet return to their Duty, and dis. 


phy the Banner. of a fairhſul Teſtimony for Truth, and 
pur 


e the Houſe. of God of Hereticks and Intruders, then 


Unitꝝ and Harmony in carrying on the Work of the Lord, 
- But let us. ſuppoſe, that the Office-bearers of the 
Churches. above-mentioned did not diſcharge their Duty, 


and that the Majority of them at leaft continued in their 
farmes Indolence and Negligence, not withſtanding of the * 
Beproof aud Charge given unto them from Heaven; The 
_ Queſtion, will be, What was the Duty pointed out in theſe 
Epiſtles unto the minor Part, who. are ſuppoſed to be ag- 
Pied under the Negligence of the major Part, and 
Willing to do their Duty? What you write imports, that 
vou do not fee they had a Call to ſeparate from the Majo- 
ity: But, that we may underſtand what is the Duty of the 


ſmaller Part in this ſuppoſed Caſe, let us take a View of 
the particular and ſpecial Duties that all the Office-bearers 
of the Churches are directed unto, after the above folemn 


.*  Reproofs are given unto them. And, 1f, The Angel of 
the Church of Pergamon, or the Office. bearers in that 


Church are exhorted to repent. ; And this Exhortation is 


the Nijco/aitans) with the: Seyord of my Mouth; that is, I will 
take the Work in mine own Hand. As if it had been ſaid 
unto; this Angel, If thou ſpare theſe wicked Men, and do not 
thy Dury with reference to them, I myſelf will come in 


ano 
— 


the Grounds of our Seceſſion would be removed, and we might 
bave the confortable Proſpect of a pleaſant and beautiful 
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myforced with two weighty Arguments and Motives ; the 
one is, Onel/e Iwill come unto thee quickly that is, I will. 

= ſuddenly come ina Way of Judgment againſt thee ; The 

| other Motive follows, And will fight againft them (to wit, 


. 


Eo  REPENT ; it certainly includes twb Things 


Feber Way, and lay the by, and Ne cy Pury 
” fenrevciny 4 cenſuring of them, by Wnis other Mean. 
Harb. i» Loc. As for the Duty this Angel is echörted Unt, 


8 nes, I. II 
© be humbled before the Lord for his Neglibetite in tie 
Exerciſe of Church-diſcipline. 2. A Command to returti 
to his Duty, and the faithful Diſcharge of the fame, In 
purging out, by Ecclefiaftical Proceſ and Cerifiire, the N= 
colaitans from among them. All the Office- hearers of the 
Church are charged to repent : When the Command is g- 
ven to every one to repent, can we ſuppoſe, that if the 
Majority continued ſtill in the Neglect of their Duty, that 
the lefler Part, who were ſenſible both of their sid and 
Duty, ſhould by the Sloth and Negligence of the Prester 
Part be exeemed from the Diſcharge of rheit Duty ? Or, 


petit, ought not the leffer Part therefore to rept i Nay, 
the Command to repent, with the awful Certification an- 
nexed, ought to have rouſed up all or any, the* the ſmalleſt 
Number of the Office-beaters of that Church, to have dif- 
played the Banner of a judicial Teftimsny againift the Abo- 
minable Nicolaitans, that they might have delivered at teaft 
their own Souls from the Judgmetit threatned. And as the 


Part to make uſe of the Keys of Government and Pifci- 
line for maintaining and ſupporting Truth; fo, if they 
ad made uſe of the Keys accordingly, they had difchar- 

| ged their Duty, give it the Name of Separation, Seceſſion, 
or what other Name you pleafe. | | 
As for the Duty required of the Office-bearers of the 

Church of Thyatira, it is expreſſed in the following Man- 

ner, v. 24, 25, But unto you I fay, and unto the veſt in 

Thyatira, As many as bave not this Doctrine, and bo have 

not knows the Depths of Satan, as they ſpeah, Itvill put upon 

yon none other Burden, But that wwhicth ye hate alfeady, Bold 
faft till I come. From the firft of theſe Verſes it is evi- 
dent, that ſeverals in the Church of Thyatira were carried 
away with Fezebe!'s corrupt Dockrines, ſeveral Members of 

| that Church, who are called the Lord's Servants, v. 20. 

{ were ſeduced: It is alſo plain, thir a Part of that Church 

were kept pure and clean from Jezebefs pernicious Do- 

Etrmes. The Duty injoined them is calf a Burden, not 


charge it, and becaule of the & and Trials chat 


A Gill 


which is the ſame Thing, if the greater Part tefaſtd to re. 


Command to repent was a 2 Warrant even for the leffer 


as if any Dury were burdenſom in itſelf, Bat in regatd of 
the Obligation that they are ag + hs or under to dil. 
Diffica 


might 
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gt attend the Diſcharge of the ſame; and the Burch 
tle 


f, and none other, which is laid upon them, is exprel s 


* 
* 


5 
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in the 25th v. But that which ye ba ve already, bold fa; 
that is, Hold faſt the Purity which ye have attained unto- 
or the good Work that the Lord had wrought for you ant 


amongſt you. The Command to hold faſt, implies they 
were in 7 — of loſing their former Purity by the Do- 


ctrines of Fezebe], and by their own Slackneſs and Negli- 
gence in the Exerciſe of Church · diſcipline againſt theſe 


ſeducing Teathers ; and therefore the Command to hold 
faſt, not only points out the Duty of every one to keep, 


Himſelf pure from theſe groſs Corruptions that were in this 


Church, but it is a Charge given in a ſpecial Manner to her. 
Office-bearers to hold faſt in a judicial Way the Purity 
that they had attained unto 


the Remedy preſcribed, or the Duty injoined, is not at all 


Proportioned nor ſuited untoy the weighty Reproof that is 
2 the Office- hearers of this Church for ſuffering Feze-. 


to teach and ſeduce the Lord's Servants, as in the 20. . 


Further, when they are commanded to hold faſt, it is evi- 


dent that it is the purer Part of this Church, whoever they 
were, whether the ſmaller or the greater Part, who are 


commanded and charged to lift up the Standard of a judi- 
cial Teſtimony againff the Corruptions that had crept in a- 


mongſt them, by cenſuring the Seducers, and condemning 
their corrupt Doctrines: And there is juſt Ground to appre- 


hend that even the purer Part in theſe Churches did ne- 
glect this Duty, and that a faithful judicial Teſtimony was 


pot kept by them; whereby they gradually corrupted them- 
ſelves more and more, till at length they were utterly re- 


jected, and their Houle is long ago left deſolate. Upon the 


whole, it appears evident to me from what the Spirit ſays 


unto the Churches in Aſia, that when the Majority of the 


Office-bcearers in a Church, after Calls and Warnings given 


them, refuſe ro condemn Error, and to bear Teſtimony to 


the Truths of God, or to purge out the Erroneous from a- 


mongſt them, that then, and in this Caſe, the ſmaller Part, 
even tho few in Number, that deſire to approve themſelves 
unto the Lord, have his Command, Call and Warrant to aſ- 


ſociate together, and to exerciſe the Keys of Government 
and Diſcipline, for aſſerting the Truth, for condemning Er- 


ror. and cenſuring the Erroneous, and for doing what in 
them lies for the Help and Relief of the Heritagg of God 
when they are oppreis d and ruled with Rigour by Jak 
he adi 
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by cenſuring Fezebel, or thoſe. 5 | 
that were ſeduced by her. If this is not the Meaning, then 
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—_—_ ( 25 Ap 
= b And when they aſſociate together for theſs 
"= Ends and Purpoſes, they are not guilty of making a Schiſm 


3 - 2 from the Church; they only leave the corrupt Party, and 
dete endeavouring to diſcharge their Duty; rhey are holding 
d KF that faſt which they have attained utito; they ate doing 
bat all the Office-bearers of the Church ought ts do by 
Ni yertue of the Authority and Command of the great Head 


ok the Church unto them every one, and what their ſeve- 

c ral Offices do oblige them unto. = | 
d A bind Inftance you give is that of the Churches 
Pp. planted by the Apoſtles, Eſpecially Galatia and Corinth, 
19 cho were greatly degenerate, and in Corinth wete ſuch 
r & as denied the Reſurrection, whereby the whole Chriftiatt 
7 Doctrine was ruined; yet no Separation from them is 

ee W_« injoined, nor is there any Account that they had cen- 
R «ſured them. my 

" What I have obſerved above, with reſpe&t to the 

is Churches of Asia, may be very well applied to the Churches 

2 of Corinth and Galatia. I ſhall only further notice in a few. 
9. Words, That the Apoſtle, 1 Coy. vi. 6, 7. commands the 
1. Office- bearets in Covinth, to purge out the old Leaven, fot this 

*Y WU Reaſon, Know ye not that a little Leaven leavenetb the whole 

re  Zump? Likewiſe the Churches of Galatia, where corrupt 

li- WW Dofrines were diſſeminate, are commanded to ſtand faſt 


* in the Liberty where with Chrift hath made them free, Gal. 


ng v. I. And forthe very ſame Reaſon, in the gth Verte, A 


'e- | Little Leaven leaveneth the whole Lump. If the Office- bear- 
Ie»; ers of the Churches of Corinth and Galatia were charged to 
ras rge out the Scandalous and Erroneous from among them, 
m- nd that becauſe a little Leaven leaveneth the whole Lump, | 


re- then it is plain, that, if the Bulk and Body refuſè to do their 
he Duty, the leſſer Part, who deſire to approve themſelves un- 
ay9 to the Lord, were, upon the ſame very Reaſon and Ground, 
he I authoriſed and warranted to exerciſe the Key of Diſcipline 
7en for purging the Houſe of God; and, if they neglected to 
do their Duty, it is pfainly declared, that hey ſhoald be 
held and repute as a Part of the corrupt and Teavened Maſs 
and Lump. I might alſo argue from the Apoſtle's Com- 
mand and weighty Reaſonings, 2 Cor. vi. 15, 16, 17. For, 
tho Communion with Idolatersin their {dolatrous 2 
ſeems to be mainly intended in the Place, yet the Apoſtle's 
Reaſonings for Separation from ſuch Communion may be 
extended with the ſame Force and Weight unto with- 
drawing from Communion with corrupt and degenerate” 


. — 


et in the Church, or of Separation and Seceſſion 
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urches, and cfpeially from Communion with ſuch, Whete 


.rrors are maintained that overthrow the whole Chir 
octrine. OY 1 | | 


dad's 
. 
— * 


much, and what none of our reformed Divines, fince our 
| Secefhon from Rome, have, fo far as I know, aſſerted, . 


That we may warrantably hold Communion with Churches : 


$ * 
a : 


ſo very corrupt, and where ſuch damnable - Hereſies ate 


vented, whereby the whole Chriſtian Doctrine is ruined | 


and overthrown. _ 8 1 1 
I have now endeavoured to conſider the Weight of all. 
your Scripture-Arguments for juſtifying your Sentiments 


and Practice in continuing in Miniſterial Communion with 


the preſent Judicatories of this National Church; and, after: 
all, ; muſt own, that I am more confirmed. from the En. 
quiry that I have been eſſaying to make into the above 
geri ture-Paſſages which you have adduced, that ſuch. is 
the ak and Situation of the preſent Judicatories of this 
National Church, that all who would defire to be found 
faithful unto the Lord ought to leave them, and to aſſeci- 
ate themſelves together, for holding up and maintaining a 
Teftimony in a Judicative Capacity againft the preſent 
Courſe of Backfliding and Deke 
1 to prove, as I ſtated the Queſtion in the 
try. We 
= e are ſome other Things contained in your Letter 
upon which I beg Leave to ſuggeſt a Word or two, with 
as. much Brevity as I can. | | 
' You fay, © Thar you hope the Presbytery of whom 
& you are a Member, of whom none have read the 
2 4 Act of Parliament, will not decline a judicial Te- 
„ .. 2 7 
I deſire to bleſs: the Lord, that all the Members of your 
Presbytery have been preſerved. from that Snare; and if 
they ſhall agree upon a free and faithful judicial Teſti- 
mony to injured: Truth, and againſt preſent and former De- 
fections of this Church and Land, I am ſure it would be 
Marteer of Joy to many that fear the Lord, and a promiſing 
Token for Good, under the many cloudy and breaking 
Providences of our Day, Pſal. Ix. 1.— * But then, 5 
your Presbytery ſhall agree upon ſuch a Teſtimony, and 
if” it is not adopted by x ſuperior Judicatories, I do not 


how, you, can. continue in Conjunction with them: If 
the ud Jedicatoricy all cipher condemn or neglet your 


KE 


eſtimony, 
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I Hall only further obſerve, That your Argument, @ 7 
you have laid it from the Church of Corinth, proves fad 


ection; and this is what 
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ral giving up with the ſame. Beſides, as none of you 


have re d the late Act of Parliament, how can you conti- 
dee in Conjunction with ſuch Judicatories, where the moſt 
Part of the conſtituent Members have, in ſome Shape or 
"ether, read the ſaid Act? And you will grant that the 
reading of it is at leaſt a practical giving up with the fole _ 
_ Headfſhip and e of Chriſt over his Houſe, and 


conſequently they have changed their Holding, and taken 


"their Holding in the Exerciſe of their Miniſterial Office 
from the Civil Powers. And tho' the greateſt Part of your 
Synod have not read the Act, yet they are involved in that 
Guilt if they do not cenſure the Readers, and emit a faith- 
ful Teſtimony againft the Diſhonour done to the Head of 
the Church by the impoſing and reading of the fame ; and, 
if the next General Aſſembly ſhall do nothing this Way, 
it is become the Sin of this National Church, and a new 
Ground of Seceſſion from them. Ty 
Tou further add, That you are of the ſame Mind with 


. 


the bleft Mr. Bofton, upon the Head of Church-Commu- 


nion, expreſt in his Book, intituled, The Crook in the Lot, or 
rather, The Sovereignty and Wiſdom of God diſplayed in the 
Aictions of Men, &c. You have not directed me to the 

particular Place you point at; but I judge you have in 
your Eye what is ſaid, Page 17 1. in his Diſcourſe on 1 Cor, 


x. 19, where he obſerves, * That Saints muſt ſeparate from 
« all falſe Worſhip, that is, Worſhip which is not inſti- 


e rated by God himſelf wholly, but is mixt with human 


* Inventions and Ordinances, Rev. xviii. 4. He adds, 
« Where the Worſhip is pure, but ſome ſinful Thing is 
«© impoſed upon you as a Term of Communion with the 


„ Worſhippers, you muſt refuſe Communion with them on 


*© theſe Terms, Rom. iii. 8. In theſe Caſes Separation is 


not only lawful, but a neceſſary Duty: And, if I could 


% perceive either of theſe in our Caſe in the Communion 


of this Church, I ſhould not only think it my Duty to 
4 ſeparate, but alſo to preſs you to ir, Bur, tho” our Mo- 


© ther has gone far back, ſhe has not gone that Length 
"ver. ” 


I very much regard the Judgment of that worthy and 


great Man; but yet I cannot but notice, that our Reve- 
rend Brethren, the Publiſhers of that Book, in their Pre- 


ice acquaint us, that the Reviſing of it was amongſt his laſt 
Works; and they leave it to exerciſe the Reader's Atten- 


D 2 tion, 


is the * Thing; your continuing in ei- 
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tion, how far he himſelf reviſed, and where we have only” © | 
his Notes (ſay they) as he preach d them, I humbly. wage — | 
with all Submiſſion unto them, that they ought to have told: 
us plainly how far it was reviſed by himſelf : 'Tho' we have.” 
ſeveral excellent Things in that Diſcourſe on the foreſaic 
Text, yet when I obſerved, in reading, that there is not: 
ſuch a diftin& and plain Connection in ſome of the Heads 
= . of the ſaid Diſcourſe, and that ſome Things are not guard 
dad in the Manner that is uſual with that great and good 
Man in his other Writings, I was led to think that it was 
never reviſed by himſelf. And, as to the above-mentioned: 
Paſſage, one may conclude from it, that one may lawfully. 
and warrantably receive Qrdinances diſpenſed by Intruders, 
or ſuch who have not the Lord's Call and Miſſion to labour 
amongſt them, and that becauſe the Worſhip is pure, and 
becauſe nothing ſinful is required and impoſed as a Term 
of Communion with the Worſhippers : And accordingly. 
this very Argument is made uſe of to perſwade People, that. 
it is their Duty to receive Ordinances diſpenſed by ſuch as 
are violently thruſt upon them in the ſeveral Corners of 
the Land; yea, this very Argument was made uſe of ta 
perſwade People to ſubmit to the Miniſtry of Prelatick In- 
cumbents in the late Times of Prelacy. But I am per- 
ſwaded this was far from being the Sentiment of that great 
and good Man, and that he would never condemn People 
for their withdrawing from Ordinances diſpenſed by ſuch 
as are intruded upon them, even tho* the Worſhip ſhould. 
be pure, and tho no ſinful Term of Communion ſhould be 
required of the Warſhippers. | 
ut, fince I haye not ftated the * and Argument 
iu this Miſſive concerning Communion in Worſhip, but 
qnly concerning Union and Conjunction in the preſent Ju- 
dicatories of the Church, therefore the above Paſlage of Mr. 
Boſton's Diſcourſe has no Concern in the preſent Argu- 
ment: Vet, in regard it is frequently ſaid that we may and 
Qught to join in Communion with a Church where no ſin- 
ful Terms of Communion are impoſed, and that Seceſſion 
from the preſent Judicatories is unlawful and unwarran- 
table, in regard that no ſinful Terms of Communion are im- 
poſed (and, if I do not miſtake you, this is what you 
intend by your mentioning Mr. Boften on the Head of 
Church-communion) I ſhall only ſuggeſt a few Things on 


«© 


this Subject. 
17g, I do not ſee that it holds univerſally true, that we 
dughz not to make a Seceſſion from a Church where no ſin. 
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= ful Terms of Communion are impoſed upon the Wor- 
"ſhippers. I may ſuppoſe the Bulk of a Church ſhould de- 
 clare themſelves Arian (as has been ſometimes the diſmal 
State of Matters in the Chriſtian Church) yet in the mean 
Time they ſhould not impoſe it upon you as a Term of 
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Communion with them to embrace the Arian Scheme; I 
doubt if you would think it ſafe for you to join either in 
Miniſterial or Chriſtian Communion with them. Bur let 


me give you an Inſtance nearer our Doors: A cotifiderable 


Body of the Diſſenters in Ireland have rejected Confeſſions of 


"Faith, they will not allow them to be Teſts of Orthodoxy; 


and they think it ſufficient in order to Church-commu- 
nion, that Men profeſs and acknowledge their Belief of the 
Holy Scriptures, the only unerring Rule of Faith and 
Life, or that they declare their Belief of the Trutli in ex- 


preſs Scripture-terms: Surely this is nowiſe a ſinful Term 


of Communion; yet our worthy Brethren in Ireland, who 
are ſenſible N of Faith have been an Eye - ſore 
to the Adverſaries of Truth in all Ages of the Church, and 
who eſteem them as proper and ſuitable Means of acknow- 
ledging and confeſſing the Truth when oppoſed and ſub- 
verted by the Heigbt of Men, and their cunning Craftineſs 
evbereby they ly in avait to deceive, have judged it their Du- 
ty to make a Seceſſion from theſe who have diſcarded Con- 


 Fefſtons, and to aſſociate together in ſeparate Syonds and 


Presbyteries from them; and I humbly conceive their Con- 
duct and Practice may be very well juſtified. Therefore, 
if ſuch Expreſſions as theſe, That it is unlawful and unwar- 


rantable to declare a Seceſſion from a Church where fin- 


ful Terms of Communion are not required of the Wor- 
ſhippers, or that we are to join in Communion where na 
455 Terms of Communion are impoſed, ſhall be taken in 
their full Meaning and Extent, they may be improven to 
Idol and Darling of too many in the breſenr Ayes” © 
. 2dly, You know, that, in the ſeveral Papers emitted by 
the ſeceding Brethren, they have made it appear, that by 
the Acts of Aſſembly paſt Anno 1733, both againſt the 
proteſting Miniſters, and againſt the Minifters of your 
resbytery, new and unwarrantable Terms of Miniſterial 
and Chriſtian Communion are impoſed upon the Miaiſters 
and Members of this Church; and tho! it may be alledg- 
ed that theſe Acts are not put in Execution, yet they are 
ſtanding and binding Acts and Conſtitutions; and, ſeeing 
they are not repealed, they muſt be reckoned Terms of 
Union 


ſupport the Latitudinarian Scheme, which is ſo much the 
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_ _  Vgiew ang Communioo 075 This National Church : : Ka 
A ad lived"s Rl ON 
E 2a e would have had Occaſion to ſee, and Groung* „ 
to.lament, ſome further Steps and Lengths of Degeneraey 
and Backſliding in the preſent are, which he , 
not a Wicneſs unto in his own Ti „ 
I have now conſidered. every Thing contained in Bl 
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thy Miniſter you mention had lived à 


Ime. 


Miſlire; I am afraid I have wearied you with too 


Writing on the Subject: If any Thing has 2 from 

. | 'cftimoany 
which my Brethren and I judge our Duty to eſpouſe ang 
Hold, it is only to be imputed to myſelf, I am not, in wri- 
ting this, in Concert with any of my Brethren, and none of 

them have ſeen it before I have ſent it unto you. If there 


my Pen to the Prejudice of that Cauſe. and 


is any Weight in what I have writ, I hope you will exa- 
eriquſly conſider, whether or not you are called to join 
with that ſmall Handful of your Brethren, who are, by 
2 remarkable Series and Train of Divine Providences, led 
forth without the Camp, and who, tho' they are deſpiſed 
and reproached, yer I hope, in this Cauſe, they bear his 
Reproach, Heb. xiii. 13. TL 
might be more uſeful in the Judicatories, than by conti- 
nuing in their preſent Situation; but, from what is offered 


above, I hope it will appear that ir is their Duty to conti- 


hath Miniſters and Profeſſors. They are alſo e 


nue to bear Teſtimony againſt preſent and former Backſli- 


dings and Defections, in the Way of Seceſſion from the Ju- 

dicatories of this National Church: And tho' it is but little 

that they have done, or can do, yet they have been endea- 

Vvouring, through the Lord's Aſſiſtance, to lift up a judicial 

| n for Truth; and this I take to be a conſiderable 
te 7 


- 


» however it may be run down and deſpiies by man 


. 


* * 


ying t 
uſe the proper Means for the Relief of the Lord's oppreſ- 
ſd Heritage through the Land, and I do not ſee that you 


Dan do any of theſe in your preſent Situation. And if your 


ſeceding rethren cannot do more, or if the Lord's Work 
in their Hands is deſpiſed on account of the Paucity of 


their Number, on whom ſhall the Blame be laid ? Even 


upon you, and others of their Brethren, that will not put 
A Shoulders ta bear a Part of the Burden with them. 


May not the following Words be juſtly applied to the pre- 


_ fent Caſe, Judges v. 16. Why abodeſt thou among the Sbeep- 
folas, to hear the Bleatings of the Flocks ? Hor the Diviſions of 


Diviſions 


4 Reuben there quere great Searchings of Heart, But tho, our 


Kerio. it without Partiality or Prejudice; and that you will 


now it is alledged, That they 
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auf up the Voice, with the Voioe tog ether ſball tbey ing; 
i they ſban ſee Eye to Eye, ben the Loyd ſhall bting ag 
De. May the Lord bapen it in bis own Time ad Seaſed. 


| 0 


| Perth, April 8. I aw, 


s. 


F 


Your's moſt affectionately, 13 


7 . 
ms * 
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3 | — 
£ PI HIS Letter was written without the leaſt Intention 
f _ . of publiſhing it; but two neighbouring Brethren, 
having ſeen a Copy thereof after the Principal was 
ſent off were of Opinion, that, if it were mage e 
bn might be of Uſe to give ſome Light into the State of the 
| Queſtion betwixt the en Brethren and the Iudieato- 
a- ries; the Caſe being ill miſtaken by many, anc induſtri- 
al oufly miſrepreſented by others. When this Motion was 
tn 7 made, the Reverend Brother to whom the Letter was ſent 
ys BU was acquainted therewith, and he was pleaſed to give Way 
to to the publiſhing of it; but at the ſame Time he did plain- 
, ly inſinuate, That it had not given him Satisfaction with 
u reference to the Conduct of the ſeceding Brethren. 
ur Tho the publiſhing of this Miſſive was urged upon the 
k above and other Conſiderations, yet all Thoughts of this 
of Kind were quite laid aſide till ſome Days ago, when An 
n WM E{iy on Separation by the Reverend Mr. Carrie Miniſter ar 
ut Kinglaſſie came to my Hands; wherein I found the State of 
n. the (Queſtion ſo much perplexed and involved, and the Con- 
e- duct of the ſeceding Brethren ſo. groſly miſrepreſented; 
p- i and the grievous Charge of Schiſm and Separation, of 
of Renting, Dividing, Breaking and Ruining the Church, ſo 
ar unjuſtly laid againſt them; that I thought it was neceſlary, 
ns that ſomething ſhould be done in the mean Time, in order 
| ta 


till they ſhall have Time and Opportunity jointly ro conſt 


der upon the proper Means for vindicating their Condu& 
from the unjuſt Aſperſions that are thrown upon the ſame's ? 
And I humbly judge that they will be under no Difficulty* _ 
to vindicate the Cauſe and Teſtimony they maintain, 'not 


withſtanding of what ts alledged to the Prejudice of the 


fame in this voluminous Eflay. If they are of a critical 


Temper, they may find abundance of Matter for exerciſing 


ſuch a Talent in every Page almoſt of this large Perfor- 


mance ; Or, if they ſhall chooſe, inſtead of Argument and 


Reaſoning, to deal in Citations from great and learned Men, 
and at the ſame Time do not confider againſt whom their 
Argument is laid by theſe famous Authors, and how it is 


applied by them, they may amuſe and bemiſt their Reade 
and I&ve them as much in the Dark about the true State o 


the Queſtion, when they have done with reading their bulky _ 


Performance, as when they began. 


I do not pretend to attempt a direct Reply to a Books 


wherein ſo many Reverend Bretbren are concerned; but I 
hope I ſhall be excuſed if I make a few Remarks upon it, 
till they have Time and Leiſure to conſider what Notice it 
deſerves : And, in the mean Time, wherein I fail or miſtake 
in ſtaring the Caſe, it is to be imputed to myſelf alone, and 
not to any other of my ſeceeding Brethren,  _ 

The Reverend Mr. Carrie repreſents the Brethren as Sepa- 
yatifts from the Church (from the true Church of Chriſt, &c.) 


Chap. 1. and throughout his Book: Yet he cannot but 


know that they have always refuſed that their Seceſſion is fta- 
ted from the true Church of Cbriſt, or from the Church of 
Scotland. 1ft Teſtimony, p. 45. they own, that they have 
declared a Seceſſion from the preſent Judicatories of this 
National Church, In regard they are breaking down out beau- 


tiful Presbyterian Conſtitution, and purſuing ſuch Meaſures as 


actually corrupt, or bave the moſt direct Tendency to corrupt, 
the Doctrine contained in our excellent Confeſſion of Faith, and 


impoſing new Terms of Miniſterial and Chriftian Communion. 
Thus their Seceſſion is ſtared in the foreſaid Teſtimony, p. 


45, 46. and they have endeavoured to prove the aboye 
Charge againft the prefent Judicatories; but Mr. C-—e6 
has never once entred into the Argument as it is laid in the 
ſaid Teftimony, altho' he frequently alledges that the Bre- 


thren have in their Act and Teftimony determined ſome - 


diſputable Points, and alſo that they are guilty of foms 
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& palpable Miſtakes (which Allegations may be cönſidered in i 


G MW 3g Time) yet they may challenge him to point our . 


Principle adopted by them in the Papers they have emitted, 


1 nnd particularly in their Presbyterial Act and Teſtimony, 


that is not agreeable to the Word of God, and our othe 

ſubordinate Standards of Doctrine, Worſhip, Government 
and Diſcipline : Nay, they have endeavoured particularly 
and expreſly to teftify againſt the groſs doctrinal Errors 
that have been vented, and the ſinful perverting and abu- 
ſing of the Keys of Government and Difcipline that take 
Place in this Day of Degeneracy and Defection. Muſt 
they therefore be reckoned Separatiſts from the true Church 
of Chriſt { He tells ns, Page 9 © That Ratherforrd, when 
t ſpeaking of the Popiſh Ceremonies of the Church of Old 
% England, ſays, We teach Separation from theſe Ceremonies 
6 2 be l:aful, but not from the Churches.” The Applica- 


tion of his Words to the preſent Caſe is very obvious, 


The Queſtion then is, If a Departure from Communion witli 


the preſent .Judicatories of this National Church, becauſe 


for ſeveral Years bypaſt they have been carrying on a Courſe 
of Defection from our rece ved and Covenanted Principles, 
and refuſe to be reclaimed, is a Separation from the Church 
of Scotland, or from the true Church of Chrift ? But it ig 
neceſſſry, in order unto a further clearing of the Que- 
ſtion, that I confider more particularly what is advanced by 
Mr. Ce in his 1. Chap. where, p. 2. at the Head, he 
ſays, I humbly think it cannot be dericd the Churéh of 
« Scotland is yet a true Church of Chriſt; for all the 
. Marks of a true Church are ſtill to be found in ber.“ 
If T were to indulge a critical Humour, I might obſerve, 
that, according to Mr. C——e, a Church may be a tus 
Church of Chriſt, and yet want the Marks of a true Church 
of Chriſt: For, Chap. 4. he mentions fix Grounds of Se- 
_— from a Church. His Grounds of Seceſſion are, 
amnable Hereſies maintained in her Standards, Idolatry in 
Worſhip, cruel and intolerable Tyranny in Government, 
Sc. And he begins his fifth Chap thus; © Separation from | 
wa true Church, except in the above and like Caſes, was 
* always reckoned a hainous Sin by the 833 and Ten- 
* der, &c.” If his Words have any Senſe and Meaning, 
they bear, That a Church may be a true Church, and yet 
the above and like Things may be found in her; and cars 
ſequently ſhe may want all the Marks of a true Church 
which he had given. The Reverend Mr. C se thinks fit 
to manage the Argument, 1 the moſt Part thro ny” 
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3 Presbytery's Ad and Teftimony, but even Acts of re : 
Aſſemblies: But I hope the feceding Brethren ſhall nevee M0 
? trifle after this Manner in handling fuch a grave and imports 
' ., I agree, with Mr. Ce in the Marks that he gives of i 
A true Church, from the 16th Article of our fin Confe on 
of Faith, as they are laid in the faid Confeſſion ; tho I n 
differ widely from him in the Application of them. A 
here I ſhall take them particularly under Conſideration, and 
enquire if they can be juſtly applied unto the Church as re- 
reſented in her preſent Judicatories: For the Queſtion, as 
f have once and again obſerved in the Miſſive, is concerning 
the Warrantablenefs of Seceſſion from the preſent Judica- 
tories of this National Church. | TY 
_ ,. The firſt Note or Hark whereby the true Church of Gd 
is known and diſcerned from the filthy Synagogues, accor- 
ding to the foreſaid Confeſſion, is, The true Preaching of 
the Word of God, wherein God hath revealed himfelf 
4 unto us, as the Writings of the Prophets and Apoſtles 
& do declare I might here obſerve, that the Preaching 
'o the Word may be confidered as it is an inſtituted Mean 
or gathering and conſtituting a viſbie Church, The Word 
may be purely preached amongſt a Company of Pagans and 
nfidels for their Converfion ; Bur this does not prove ther 
to be a Church, far leſs a true Church of Chriſt, Mr. 
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Carrie may ſee more to this Purpoſe in Rutherfoord's Peace- 

able Plea, Chap. 9. But when the true Preaching of the 

Word is conſidered as a Note or Mark of a true viſible 

; Church, unto which we may ſafely join, then it includes, 
| accordingto the Citation given us from Mr. Guleſpie (by Mr. N 
C=—e, p. 3d) a maintaining and profeſing the true Doctrine & 
| and tbe true Faith ; which, ſays Mr. Gilleſpie, is by all F 
1 Proteſtant or hodox Writers made one (yea, the prinei- F 
1 « pal) Mark of a true viſible Church.“ And where the ut 
|  — true Doctrine and the true Faith is maintained and profef- * 
BH ſed, ſuch Errors as are vented and taught, to the Prejus 0 
: dice and Subverſion of the fame, muſt needs be difclaimed 8 
1 and condemned. Like wiſe, in order to the maintaining of ! 
the true Doctrine and the true Faith, it is not enough that t 
the Office bearers of the Church do hold forth the ſams - 
doctrmally the Faith muſt be held forth judicially by the © 
Church · repreſentatiye in their judicative Capacity, 1 Tims. 
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Senſe. Beſides, they are only declared to be ſuch kr 
theſes as are not evidently founded on the Scripture; 


of this Church maintain the true Doctrine and the true 
aich, and if they have diſclaimed and condemned ſu en 
Errors as have been vented among us to the Prejudice and 


Bubverſion of the ſame? Mr. C-— e aſſerts, That her 


Standards of Doctrine are pure, and that ſhe allows of no 
= © Errors in Doctrine, p. 2.“ But tho' her Standards of 
Doctrines are pure, yet, if it is eonſidered, how many dan. 
| gerous Errors have been vented, and after what Manner 


ey have been maintained and defended, and if the Con- 


duct and Behaviour of the Judicatories is impartially ex- 


amined, it will be found ro be a groſs Miftake, that the 
Church, as repreſented in her preſent Judicatories, attoavs 


F mo Errors in Doctrine. And, to illuſtrate this, I make the 
following Obferves: ES " 
MP * 7 A Scheme of dangerous Principles, vented and taught 
Ar 


. Simfen, was brought before the Judicatories of this 


Church in the firſt Proceſs commenced againſt him, where- 

by the federal Repreſentation of the firft Adam, with many 
 facred Truths connefted therewith, were either exprefly 
- Impugned or ſubtilly undermined, p 


24]y, Mr. $ —— pled before the Judicatortes, That his 


- pernicious Principles were nowiſe inconſiſtent with our 
* *Confeſfon of Faith, and that they were very agrecable to the 


Scheme of Divine Truth laid down rherein. 
Za, Mr, S was diſmiſſed from Proceſs by the Aſ- 
ſembly 1717, without fo much as a Rebuke given him for 
venting ſuch dangerous Errors; Likewiſe, that Aﬀembly 
never declared any of his Errors to be contrary to the 


Mord of God. They cbferve in general, That Mr. 


0 $--—7z hath adopted ſome Hypotheſes different from what 
* are commonly uſed among orthodox Divines, and that 
< are not evidently founded on Scripture, and:tend to attri- 
ec bute too much to natural Reaſon and the Power of cor- 
„ rupt Nature.” They likewife obſerve, That he hath 


ee uſed ſome Expreſſions that bear, and are uſed by Adver- 
„“ faries in, a bad and unſound Senfe, tho' he doth diſown 


that unfound Senſe.” It is to be regreted, that the 


Cauſe of Truth was managed after this Manner, Mr. 


Simſon's dangerous Propoſitions, maintained by him in his 
Defences, are called Expreſſions and Hypotheſes. Again, 
they are not declared to be ſuch as, in the obvious Mean- 
ing and Senſe of the Word, can only bear an unſound 


ut 
none of them are found by 5 Aſſembly to be contrary = 
| | - 2 the 
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the Scripture. It is not ſaid, they attribute too much ‚ 
EX Natural Reaſon and the Power of corrupt Nature; bus, 
_— only that they tend to attribute toa much, Sc. So very = 

” mild was that Aſſembly to Mr. Simon : And, after all, every ne 
3 one is left to conjecture, in the midſt of a vaſt many Propo- 
ſitions contained in his Defences, what are theſe Expreſ= 8 
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ſions and Hypotheſes that the Aſſembly intended. Is this 
the Way to maintain the true Doctrine and the true Faith 
75 forth from the Word of God in our Conf. ſſion of Fab 
Is it the Way to diſclaim and diſallow Errors in Doctrine? 
And is not the Sin of the preſent Judicatories more highly 
| aggravate when it is conſidered, that the Aſſembly's Com- 
mittee, Anno 1727, found that Mr. 4imſon continued to 
teach the very ſame Principles? Yet, to this very Day, the 
Judicatories of this Church have never told what is Truth, 
| Whar is Error, in Mr. & — »'s Scheme, as it lies in the 
Frſt Proceſs; They have never condemned any one of his 
erroneous Propoſitions maintained by him in his Defences, le 
as Contrary to the Word of God and our Confeſſion of Faith ; 
all is paſt over in Silence to this very Day. Likewiſe, when Þ 
Mr. & » is brought before the Judicatories for impug= 
ning and denying the true Deity and Neceſſary Exiſtence? 
of our Lord Jeſus, and the numerical Oneneſs af the Three 
adorable Perſons, how did he trifle and quibble before the 
Pregbytery of Glaſgow and the Aſſembly's Committee? Did 
1 he not maintain and aſſert the Agreement of his Doctrine 
with our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms ? And in the 
moſt liberal Acknowledgment that he makes, and it is not 
made till he is driven unto it, he never makes Confeſſion + 
that he had vented or taught any Thing contrary to tbe 
Word of God or our Confeſſion of Faith, And, what is the | 
Conduct of Judicatorirs in this important Matter? There 
is no adequate Cenſure inflicted upon him; yea, further, 
none of his blaſphemous Errors are exprefly condemned, as 
contrary to the Word of God and our e e of Faith: 
Deither is the Truth aſſerted in direct Oppolition unto the 
Terms in which Mr, & — » made his inſolent and bold 
Attacks upon ir. But Mr. C——-e affirms, p. 117. That 
the Aſſembly 1729 aſſerted plainly the proper ſupreme Deity WM 
of our Lord Jcſus; and, p. 141. That they plainly, and 
in poſitive Terms, aſſert the ſame. The Words of the 
þ Aſſembly, in their Act ſuſpending Mr. S (which Mr. 
C e Cites) are as follow, The General Aſſembly do 
* ; obſerve with great Pleaſure and Thankfulneſs, that God 
# hath happily directed all the Judicatories of this Church 
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t 1 hich have had this Proceſs under their Conſideration, 

bur ß that there hath not appeared the leaſt Difference of Sen- 

er iment: But, on the contrary, there hath been the moſt 

ery perfect and unanimous Agreement among them, as to the 

po- Doarine of the glorious Trinity, and the priper ſupreme 
_ . 2 8 3 

ol= 8 Deity of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, according as 


his the ſame is revealed in the holy Scriptures, and con- 
ith ß tained in our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms,” This 
15 is what Mr. Ce reckons a poſitive and plain Aſſerting 
6? of the proper ſupreme Deity of the Son of God. But, as 
nly has been obſerved, the Deity of the Lord Jeſus is not at 
m- all aſſerted in Oppoſition unto the Terms in which it was 
to impugned and denied by Mr. &. And further, if our 
* "= Keverend Brother had duly conſidered the Shape in which 
th, the 4rian Scheme has come out in the preſent degenerate 
he Age, he might have known that our modern Avians will 
his acknowledge a proper N Deity in the Perſon of the 
es, Son, in a Conſiſtency with their own Scheme + As alſo, he 
hb; might have known that Mr. Simſon could have ſubſcribed 
en to the Words of the Aſſembly's Act, according ro his own 
o- "I - Senſe and Meaning of it, without diſclaiming his darling 
ce WM ©. Propoſition, That the Terms, Neceſſary Exiſtence, Supreme 
ce MV} Deity, and the Title of The only true God, may be taken, and 
he are by ſome Authors taken, in a Senſe that includes the perſonal 
id MM Property of the Fatber, and fo not belonging to the Son; as alſo, 
ne in a Conſiſtency with what is contained in his firſt Letter to 
ne the Presbytery of Glaſgow, That if the Words Summus 
ot Deus (or Moſt high God) were taken in ſuch a Latitude as 
Mn 0 include the Father's perſonal Property, as they are by ſome 
e MAuibors, they could not in that Senſe be truly affirmed of the 
ie Son Whence he concludes, That he might have ſaid, 
'e when he read in Pictet, that Chriftus eſt Summus Deus, ix 
r, was to be underſtood cam grano ſalis, From what is ſaid 
as it is evident, that the preſent Judicatories of this Church 
F have never particularly nor expreſly condemned Mr. S—#'s 
e blaſphemous Propoſitions, as contrary to the Word of God 
d and our Confeſſion of Faith. | 
it With reſpect to Mr. Campbell's Errors, many of them 
y are particularly condeſcended upon in the judicial Ad and 
4 Teftimony + And, if it is owned that a Scheme of dangerous 
© Principles has been vented by him, it cannot be refuſed 
F. that they have been brought to the Bar of our Judicato- 


D ries, and that he has not been cenſured in the leaſt; as alſo, 
1 that his groſs and dangerous Errors have never been con- 
1 gaemned. oy 
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preſent Judicatories of this National Church maintain t 
true Doctrine and the true Faith; and if they allow no Re 
Errors in Doctrine, even tho* many groſs and dangerous De 
Errors have been brought to their Bar, and not one of them 


have been particularly and expreſly declared to be contracy 
to the Word of God and our Confeſſion of Faith, and tho'l 
the Broachers and Venters of theſe Errors have been diſ- 
miſled, either without any Cenſure at all, or without any i 


Cenſure proportioned unto the grievous Scandal and Offence | | 5 
they have given? And, when the Queſtion is thus ſtated, We 


every unprejudiced Perſon may judge, whether or not it can 
be affirmed of che preſenr 1 of this National 
Church, that they maintain the true Doctrine and the true 
Faith, and that they allow of no Errors in Doctrine; and 
conſequently, if they have a juſt Claim and Title to the 
firſt above-mentioned Note or Mark of a true viſible Church, 
whereby ſhe is diftinguiſhed, as the Confefion expreſſes it, 

from the filthy Synagogues. uM M0 


The Reverend Mr. Currie alledges, Page 26th, That i 


* ſuch who are licenſed to preach the Goſpel, are ſolemnly” | 
« engaged to aſſert, maintain and defend the Doctrine cons 
* tained in our excellent Confeſſion of Faith ; and alſo, that, 


« at their Ordination, of new they come under the ſame Y £ 


$ Engagements, and do expreſſy diſown all Popiſb, Arias 
c Soeinian and other Doctrines, Tenets and Opinions what- 
« ſoever, which are contrary to and inconſiſtent with the 
« foreſaid Confeſſon of Faith,” This is adduced by him to 
ove, that the preſent Judicatories adhere to the DoQtrines 
£antained in our excellent Confeſſion of Faith But I muſt 
tell him, it is one Thing to fign an Adherence to our Con- 
ien of Faith, and another Thing to acknowledge the 
Truths as they are laid down in our Confeſſion of Faith ; juſt 
as it is one Thing to profeſs a Belief of Scripture-truth, 
and another Thing to believe and acknowledge the true and 
genuine Senſe of the holy Scriptures. The Caſe ftands 
lainly thus: Meſſieurs S and C ] have pled, 
That their DoCtrines are noway inconſiſtent with, but very 
agreeable to, our Confeſſion of Faith; and the preſent Judi- 
catories, tho' they had their ſeveral] Errors under their Cag= 
nizance, have never exprefly nor particularly condemned 
them as inconſiſtent with the ſaid Confeſſion: The Queſtion 
therefore is, Whether or not ſuch as are licenſed or or- 
dained to the holy Miniſtry may not juſtly reckon, that they 
may warrantably ſign our Confeſſion, and make the _ ſo- 


WE Reon, Thar the preſent Judicatories, who require the ſaid 


Declaration and Subſcription, had theſe DoEtrines undet 
—_ their Conſideration, and have never found nor declared 
deem in particular and expreſs Terms to be contrary to the 
Do ærine held forth from the Word of God in our Confeſſion 
Rub? Therefore, if Mr. C-——e will manage the Ar- 
gument to Purpoſe, he muſt prove, that, notwithſtanding - 
e what is above obſerved, the preſent Judicatories of this 
National Church maintain the true Doctrine and the true 
Faith; and that, not withſtanding of the above Conduct and 
> Management of the Judicatories, and the preſent State and 
Situation of Matters amongſt us, the _ of our Con- 
Nen of Faith is a ſatisfying Evidence that the Subferibers 
diſclaim and difown Meſſieurs $-—— n and C———P's 
> Principles. If our Reverend Brother or any ether ſhall do 
= this, they will do much to remove the Ground of our Se- 
deſſion, as it is ſtated upon the Doctrine: But I do not ex- 
= pet to ſee it done, till our General Aſſemblies ſhall do more 
than has been done, even by the General Aſſembly 1736 in 
their Act anent Preaching, tho' it contains ſome good and 
excellent Things. | 
The ſecond Note or Mark of the true Church of God, 
= Whereby ſhe is diſcerned from the filthy Synagognes, is, as 
Mr. C-— e well obſerves from our firſt Confeffion of Faith, 
The right Adminiſtration of the Sacraments of Jefus 
„ Chrift, which muſt be annexed unto the Word and Pro- 
ee miſe of God, to ſea] and confirm the ſame in our Hearts. 
And if it is enquired, When the Sacraments are rightly ad- 
miniftrate? we are told in the ſame Confeſſion, Art. 22d. 
That Sacraments be rightly miniftrate, we judge two 
„ Things are requiſire; the one, that they be miniſtrate 
by lawful Miniſters, whom we affirm to be only they that 
« are appointed to the Preaching of the Word, into whoſe 
Mouth God hath put ſome Sermon of Exhortation, they 
© being Men lawfully choſen thereto by ſome Church ; rhe 
other, that they be miniſtrate in ſuch Elements, and in 
© ſuch Sort, as God hath appointed: Elfe we affirm, that 
they ceaſe to be right Sacraments of Jeſus Chriſt. Mr. 
0e cannot refuſe, that there are many who have been 
intruded into the holy Miniſtry, being Men that were never 
lawfully choſen thereto by any Church; and, according to 
the foreſaid Confeſon, they are not lawful Miniſters, neither 
are the Sacraments difpentid by them right miniſtrare, yea, 
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ſuch Men in the Exerciſe o 


of Sacraments, ſhould, wirhout the leaſt Limitation or Re- 
ſtriction, affirm, *I think none can object againſt this, 


& that the Seals of God's Covenant are as purely admini- 


me ſtrate in this Church as ever they were in any. 


Phe third Note or Mark of a true Church is, Eccleſiaſti⸗ 4 
& cal Diſcipline uprightly miniſtrate as God's Word pre- 
c ſcribeth, whereby Vice is repreſſed and Virtue 9 4 


& riſhed,” Upon this Mr. C—e, Page 3d. ſays, “ 


ic believe there is no Church that hath a more exact Form 


« of Proceſs for Diſcipline, than now the Church of Scots 


« Jand hath.” It does not belong to the preſent Queſtion Y 
to examine the Truth of this Aſſertion; perhaps ſome good 
and weighty Reaſons might be advanced for a Limitation” 


and Reftriftion, both of Mr. C-—e's above Aſſertion, as 


alſo on the Words of that worthy Author whom he cites 
immediately thereafter: But Mr, C—— e ſtill waves the true 
Stare of the Queſtion, whether of Deſign, or becauſe h 


has not duly conſidered this Controverſy, I ſhall not des 
termine, tho Charity inclines me to the latter. The Que- 


ſtion that natively ariſes from the foreſaid Note and Mark of | 


a true Church, contained in our Confeſſion of Faith, is, Whe- 


ther or not the preſent Judicatorics have a juſt Claim and 
Title to the ſame? or, If Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline is up- 

rightly adminiſtrate amongſt them, whereby Vice is re- 
preſſed and Virtue nouriſhed ? Suppoſe the Church of 


Scotland had Acts and Rules for Diſcipline more exact than 
any Church ever had fince the Apoſtles Days, What is this 
to the preſent Caſe? If her preſent Judicztories are, not- 
withſtanding of theſe excellent Acts and Rules, abuſing and 


According to the ſaid Confeſion, they are not right Sans 
ments of Chrift Jeſus; and Mr, C——e cannot refule, 
=” the preſent Judicatories ſupport, protect and count 
Fchelr Miniſtry, and in the D 
nſation of the Sacraments, whom the Confeſſion declares 
to be no lawful Miniſters of Chrift : Therefore it may b 
ſurpriſing, that Mr. C — e, Page 3d. in ſpeaking of the - 
ſecond Note of a true Church, viz. the right Adminiſtration 
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1 the Keys, and exerciſing a lordly and tyrannical 


ower over the Heritage of God; then it is certain, that 
Ecclefiaſtical Diſcipline 1s not uprightly adminiſtrate amongſt 


them. This is what the ſeceding Brethren have affirmed; 


and they have ſtated it as one of the Grounds of their Se- 


ceſſion from the preſent Judicatories in their firſt Teftimony, 


wherein they have inſtructed and proven the above Charge, 


both from the Acts of Aſſembly 1733 againſt the proteſting 
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: * table Terms of Miniſterial and Chriſtian Communion 
„ eimpoſed upon the Miniſters and Members of 'this 
. Church ; As alſo, from a Tract and Series of Violence done 5 | 
to the Heritage of God, by the Intruſion of Miniſters upon; © 
SI them, and from the magiſterial and arbitrary Procedure of 
© Church-judicatories in ſuch violent Settlements. - _ | 
1 Mr. C—-e never acknowledges any ſuch Thing as Tyran- 
ay in the Government or in the Adminiſtration of Diſcipline + 
He ſays, If ſometimes Diſcipline ſhould not be exerciſed 
s das it ought, that's not defended by the Church, Zfay 
Page 3d. And he is © ſorry ever ſuch a Sentence was paſt, 
= © whereby the four Brethren were caſt out from the Com- 


enn, OW, OW OWS WO 8: ow #8 "1 & "OC , OT RT . . © 


| —.— upon the Souls of Men? or, to uſe ſome of his own 


3 & munion of this Church,” Page 28th. Likewiſe he ſays, 
He cannot approve of the Sentence caſting them out; yet 


he knows not but there may be Truth in what a worthy Mi- 


nNiſter of Chriſt wrote him, © I ſhould never have adviſed 


« my worthy Brother Mr. Erskine to have made any Con- 


& feſſion of a Fault, even in his Expreſſions, when his Con- 
d ſcience juſtified him in the ſame: But I cannot thin 
- © that his Silence at the Time that either the Synod or the 
. General Aſſembly rebuked him, when they reſolved 
. thereby to finiſh the Proceſs, would be conſtrued an Ac- 

© knowledgment of a Fault. 


| Bur, in the Review of the 
Committee of Commiſhon's Narrative, it is made evident, 
that his Silence in the above Caſe would have been a Diſſem- 
bling with the Judicatories, and a Departing from his Teſti- 
mony. Mr. C—e, Page 29th. affirms, But, when it 1s 

« granted that Sentence was unjuſt and tyrannical, it will 
« not prove the Church of Scotland is ſo tyrannical that ſhe 
« ought to be ſeparated from; for he is not a Tyrant wha 
« is guilty of a few Acts of Oppreſſion, but he who ts ha- 
« birually guilty of them in his Adminiftration. 4 Tyrant; 
& fays Rutherfoord, Lex Rex, Page 217. is be who habitually 
« ſins againft the Catholick Good of the Subjects and State, 
« and ſubverteth Law: And I think none will ſay, the 


e Church of Scotland is habitually guilty of Tyranny and 
© jntolerable Perſecution, whether of Soul or ray” af But 
I ask Mr. C — e, May not a Church be habitually 


goury 
of Eccleſiaſtick Tyranny, tho ſhe does not ſtir up the Civil 


Powers to Heading and Hanging? I ask him again, Whe- 


ther or not the Intruſion of Miniſters upon diſſenting and 
reclaiming Congregations, is an Act of Tyranny and Op- 


* 
* 
. 


preſſions as they ly in me other Writings, Whether — 
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But, ſays Mr. C-—e, p. 30. when ſpeaking of wolew® } 


[ Miniſters of this Church agamft them, and a conſiderable 


Ack et Tyranny 
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Heritage of God with Rigour, and by their magiſterial and 


byterian Confticurion: And, according to the above De- 


: ſcription of a Tyrant that he gives us from Rutherfoord, the: 
prefent Judicatories have been finning againſt the Catholic 


zood of the Subjects of Chriſt, and ſubverting the Laws of 
his ſpiritual Kingdom ; unleſs he'll affirm, that the Catho- 
ck. Good of his Subjects is not affected by the Settlement 
of Minifters, and that the Laws of Chrift's Kingdom are 
nor ſubverted by the magiſterial Proceedings of the Judi- 


* 


Srtrufpens, A confiderable Struggle hath been made by many 


hath been put to them for ſome Time bygone. One may be 


Step 
ſorprifed to fee Mr. C-—e writing and publiſhing 


World (to give it no worfe Name) fuch a groſs Miſtake. 
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—_ leges purchaſed for them by the Blood of the RE ß 

= dcemer, viz. the Election of _ own — 1 = 

2 ery well know, that che ſeceding Bret ave 

never 2 Seceffion upon a few Acts of Tyran 

” and Oppreſſion, bur upon a habitual Tract of Tyranny ⁵ 

in the Adminiſtration, whereby the Judieatories of e . 
Church have been for many Mears bypaſt ruling over the 


arbicrary Proccedings have been breaking down our Pref= | I 


ing to the 
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Tho the Aſſembly 1734 did not purſue the violent Meaſures | 
of former Aﬀemblies, yer, did not both the Aſſemblies 1738 KH 


and 1736 return unto them? And he cannot be ignorant 


the Deciſion of the laſt Aſſembly in the Affair of Deny, 
tho Providence ſtopt the Execution of that moſt arbitrary 
Sentence. How then can he affirm that a Stop, yea, a con- 


fiderable Stop, has been put to violent Intruſions for ſome 
Time bygone, when the contrary is evident to every one 


 whoowns that the Settlement of Miniſters over diſſenting and 
teclaiming Congregations is a violent Intruſion upon them? 


The ſeceding Miniſters have always alledged, and I hum- 
a upon good Grounds, that, by the above Acts of 
Aﬀembly 


Anno 1733, new and unwarrantable Terms of 1 


Minifterial and Chriſtian Communion are i upon the 


_ Minifters and Members of this Church. It is needleſs to en- 
ter upon the Proof of this, ſince it is done already in the ſe- 


veral Papers that have been emitted by the foreſaid Mini- 


de, Bot it may be proper to notice, that Mr. C——e has 
uns nothing to enervate any of the Arguments and 9 
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te sentenoes paſt againſt the proteſting Miniſters did tmapolt 
= Hfinful and unwarrantable Terms of Miniſterial Communion. 
Ter I muſt obſerve, with all Deſerence unto him, that in his 
Way of Reaſoning he trifles enceedingly; as for Inflanee, 
wen he tells us, p. 181. That theſe Sentences were not 
4 ſinful Terms of Communion to all the Miniſters of this 
| Church, for they reſpected the faur Brethren allenarly :* 7 
SS .s if an Act impoſing ſinful Terms of Communion, tho ; 
directed immediately againſt four Afmifters, did not equally 
9 extend to all the Members of the ſame Political Body. But 
that which Mr. . — e chiefly inſiſts upon is, That the Act 
1733, paſt againſt the foreſaid Miniſters, was materially re: 
Acinded by the Powers granted to the Synod of Perth and 
_ Stirling by the Aſſembly 1734, and by what the Synod did 
thereupon; and therefore he thinks that the Brethren ſhould * 
have returned to the ſudicatories, and that they ſhould te- 
ſtify in a Way of Communion with them; and that, if the 
foreſaid Act 1733 contained any finful Terms of Cammu—- 
nion, the ſaid Act being materially reſcinded, this Ground 
of Seceſſion falls to the Ground: On the above Things he in- 
ſſiiſts from p. 165 to 178. But yet Mr. C——e never ſu much 
2s toucheth upon the principal and chief Grounds upon 
which the Brethren have argued, That the dentences paſt 
. againſt them were never either formally or materially re- 
| led. I fhall only obſerve, that, p. 165. at the Cleſe, 
= - — give one of their Reaſons from the Paper in- 
ttituled, Reaſans by Meſſieurs Ebenezer £75kine, &c. why they 
Have not acceded to the Judicatorics of the Church; and 
- he lays it as a Citation from p. 23. of the ſaid Paper in the 
following Terms, In Vindication of their not acceding u- 
« pon what was done by that Aſſembly, and foreſaid Synod 
„ 1734, it is complained, That Aſembiy did not themſelves 
_. «© juage of the Legality of the Sentences pronounced againſt the 
4 Brethren as they ought, ſeeing the Synod could wot do this. © 
I | have not ſeen Mens Words more miſerably perverted and 
torn aſunder; he makes us to write the moſt unintelligble 
Stuff, he ſeems to me not to have underſtood what he was 
attempting to confute: And therefore I muſt lay the Reaſons 
of their not acceding at large, as they ly in the above men- 
tioned Page; and they are as follow, | 
mx, The Aſſembly 1734 in the above Act refuſe to en- 
. quire into the Steps of Proceeding taken by the ſeveral 
& * Tudicatories under whoſe Conſideration the Cafe of the 
t * four Bretbren hath been, that is, they plainly declare that 
P . F 2 « they 
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. they have in any Shape whatſoever repealed the ſaid Act? 
. But this will appear further, if it is conſidere d, 
. . do, Thar the Aſſembly 1734 peremptorily diſcharge 2 
te the Synod of Perth and Stirling to judge of the Legality 
it or Formality of the Proceedings of the Church. Judica= 7 
'$©. tories in relation to this Affair, or either to approve or 
ge cenſure the ſame; from whence it is plain, that the A& 7 
& of Aſſembiy 1733, and the Proceedings of the Judicate- 
-$© ries thereupon, are noway affected by the Act of Aſ- 
„ ſembly 1734, either as to their Legality or Formality : 
e For thoꝰ it might be alledged that a Synod cannot regular 
4 ly judge of, approve or condemn an Act of Aſſembly, 
46 ſuch as the Act 1733 certainly is; yet no reaſonable Ob- 
-& jeftion can be made why the Aſſembly 1724 could not 
have judged of the Legality and Formality of the Act of 
the former Aſſembly, and the Proceedings of the Judica- 
e tories thereupon: And then in that Caſe there would 
$ have been a clear Ground for the Synod to have judged | © 
© and declared that the Act 1733, and the Proceedings of te 
. the Judicatories in conſequerice of it, had been found f 
44 illegal and informal by the Aſſembly 1734. Bur Mr. e 
- C——e has ſet his Thumb upon the above as well as other . f 
Reaſons that are adduced by the Brethren in the foreſaid 
Paper to prove that the Sentences paſt againſt them were 
never materially reſcinded. But, not to inſiſt upon this, 
the Caſe with reference to the Ejection of the four Miniſtern 
ſtands thus; When they came before the Commiſſion Auguſs | 
1733, in eonſequence of the Act and Sentence of the pre- 
ceeding A embly, they not only adhered to their Proteftation 
and Yeftimony given in to that Aſſembly, but in their ſeveral 
Repreſentations given in to the Commiſſion they enlarged 
their Teſtimony, and ſtated the ſame both upon the Procee- 
dings of Judicatories in Mr Simſon's Caſe, as alſo upon o- 
ther palpable and hainous Steps of Defection; and they 
were thruſt out by the Commiſſion November 1733 with this 
Teſtimony in their Hands: The Queſtion then is, If the 
© © Brethren could return to the Judicatories upon what the 
3 Synod of Perth and Stirling did by vertue of their delega- 
3 ted Power and Authority, without giving up with the Te- 
fiimony that was in their Hands, when their Guilt and Crime 
was upon the Matter ſtil] affirmed, and the Execution of the 
Sentence paſt againſt them only averted upon ſome poli 
WY b : Com 


= miſſion in conſequence thereof: Can it then be ſaid tha to 
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= Conſiderations ; and eſpecially when a particular Teſtimony” 
for Truth, in Oppoſicion to the Errors of the Time, is not i 
at ct this very Day lifted up by the Judicatories of the Church?! 
[2 As for the Acc with reference to the Presbytery of Dun 1 


Fermline, it is affirmed, Eſſay, p. 34. That © the Aſſembly 
1 1735 allowed ſome of theſe Pariſhes, who had Paſtors 
4 thruft in upon them, a Liberty of Church- privileges 
„ wherever they might have Freedom to ask them; which 
„4 was a material Teftimony ' againſt Intruſions. And, p. 
| 173. As to the Act of Aſſembly 1733 anent ſome Brethren 
te in the Presbytery of Dunfermline, that Act is materially 
tt reſcinded, in regard the Aſſembly having left it to the 
* Synod of Fife to do in the Affair of Kinro/s (anent which 
tc that Act was made) as to the admitting of that People to 
„ partake of Church-privileges as they ſhould think fit; 
(the Synod of Fe did upon this allow that People to have 
the Benefit of Church. privileges wherever they ſhould 
think meet to ask them. Here I muſt notice, that it is 
not Matter of Fact that the Aſſembly 1735 allowed any of 
the Pariſhes who had Men thruſt in upon them a Liberty 
of Church-privileges wherever they might have Freedom 
to ask them; That Aſſembly did indeed remit the Caſe of 
ſome of theſe Pariſhes to the Synods concerned, with this 
expreſs Qualification, That the Synods ſhould do what they 
found moſt for Edification : And in the very ſame Manner 
they refer the Caſe about the Inrolment of the Intruders in 
ſome of theſe Pariſhes to the reſpective Synods, If that 
Aſſembly had defigned a material Teſtimony againſt Intru- 
fions, as they would not have allowed the Synods to inrol 
Intruders, ſo they would have by themſelves given the Peo- 
ple the Privilege of Sealing Ordinances from faithful and 
ſent Miniſters; and, if they had deſigned any material Re- 
ſcinding of the Act, they would never have qualified their 
Remit in the Manner above-mentioned ; they would have 
declared, that it was for the Edification of the Body of 
Chriſt that the oppreſſed Members ſhould have Goſpel- or- 
dinances adminiſtrate unto them by Minifters lawfully cal- 
ted. Beſides, when the Synods concerned have thought fit 
to allow them the Benefit of Sealing Ordinances from neige 
bouring Miniſters, it amounts to no more than this, That 
they pity the Weakneſs or Wilfulneſs of the Penple who 
| will not ſubmit to Miniſters ſet over them by mere Church. 
authority: And, when they confider that a Seceſſion is de- 
clared from the Judicatories on account of their arbitrary 
Proceedings, and that the People will have the Benefit of 
| Sealing 
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'rather to allow them to receive them from their neighbou»- ib 
ring Minifters. And this is the plain Meaning of what 
" reckoned moſt for Edification according, to the Aſſembly's 
Remit; and every unprejudiſed Perſon may judge, if in all 
this there is any material Teftimony againſt Intrufions, or 
any Reſcinding of that Act of Aſſembly 1733 anent ſome 


Miniſters in the Presbytery of Dunfermline. 


From all that is above-repreſented, it is very much to be 
regreted that there is ſo much Reaſon and Ground for draws» | 
ing the following Concluſion, viz. That the preſent Judi. 
catories of this National Church, on account of their Pro- 
ceedings in the many groſs doctrinal Errors that have been 
brought to their Bar, as alſo in regard of a Series and Trac-t 
of mapiſterial, lordly and tyrannical Proceedings in the Ad- 

miniſtration of the Government and Diſcipline of the Lord's 
Houſe, together with the Countenance that they give to the 
Diſpenſation of the Word and Sacraments by theſe who are | 
not /aeofully choſen thereunto, have not a juſt Claim to the 
Notes and Marks of a true Church that are given in our 
firſt Confeſſion of Faith, whereby, as the ſaid Confeſſion 
ſpeaks, the Church is diſcerned from the flthy Synagogues, i 
©iz. the true Preaching of the Word, or the Maintenance 

of the true Doctrine and the true Faith, the right Admini= 

' tration of the Sacraments and Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline up- 
rightly adminiftred as God's Word preſcribeth ; and con- 


ſequently we cannot receive and embrace theſe Judicatories, 


or, which is the ſame Thing, we cannot warrantably join 
in Miniſterial Communion with them. ! 
Likewiſe, from what is above-repreſented, we may ſee © | 
againſt whom the —_ of Schiſm or Separation is to be 
only make uſe of the Words of 


Mr. Ratherfoord as they are cited by Mr. C— e; When 


« the greateſt Part of a Church makes Defe&ion from the 


e Truth, the leſſer Part remaining ſound, the greateſt Part 
is the Church of Separatiſts, Due Right, p. 225. Eſſay, | 
p. 16. Mr. C— e ſeems to be fealous left this Citation 
make againſt him, therefore he gives us his Commentary u- 
pon it; © Surely he means (viz. Mr. Rut berfoord) of decla- 
e red Defections from the Truth in Fundamentals; And, 
to prove this, he cites another Paragraph from Mr. Rutber- 
Ferd. But, whatever is Mr. Rutberfoord's Meaning, ſurely | 
it is a weighty and grave Queſtion, What are fundamental 
Points, and what not? Our Divines have been very cautious 
and wary in determining in this important Queſtion, yet it 
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ſent 2 has been already obſerved. 
This leads me to notice fome juſt Remarks of the Reve- 
all rend Committee of Aſſembly Anno 17 27, upon the 5th Article 
or of the ſecond Libel exhibited againſt Mr. Simſon, as the faid 
me Remarks ly in their excellent Paper containing the Grougds 
* why they judge the ſeveral Articles of the foreſaid Libel 
relevant: The ſeventh Article of Libel is, That, were it not 
for the Proſpect of Happineſs, we could not, and therefore could 
not ſerve God. State of the Proceſſes, p. 277. Upon which 
the Committee amongſt other Things obſerve, That © what 
bis ſet forth in this Article is contrary to the Inſtinct of 
d that new Nature the Lord endueth all his People with 
© in Regeneration.” They add, © Confidering how much 
all Men are bound to make the Glory of God their chief 
End, tho yet they are called herewith to purſue Happi- 
« neſs; and that likewiſe it is through a prevailing Reſpe& 
56 to God's Honour and Glory, and not a mere or chief Re- 
4 ſpe& to our own Happineſs, that the Difference betwixt 
3 © Nature and Grace is to be cleared to the doubtful Chri- 
SY © flian:” They further obſerve, © That Mr. 5 1 
(„nin his Defences only allows the ſeeking after God's Glory 
& as it conduceth to our Happineſs, which (ſay they) is a 
« ſacrificing all to the Idol of ourſelves, and going only the 
« Length of the foolifs Virgins, who may delire the Oil of 
« Grace for the Sake of their own Happinefs, and that they 
i may enter into Heaven. If it is fo, that a doctrinal 
| Point was before the Judicatorics of this Chureh, by which 
the Difference betwixt Nature and Grace is to be cleared to 
the doubtful Chriſtian, and if an Error contrary to the In- 
ſtinct of that new Nature which the Lord endueth all his 
People with in Regeneration, and which facrificeth all unto 
the Idol of ourſelves, then a fundamental Error, or an Er- 
ror ftriking at the Vitals of practical Religion, was brought 
to their Bar; 3 the Judicatories of this Church, 
in paſſing this, together with Mr. Simſon's other Errors con- 
tained in the ſecond Libel, without any Teſtimony againſt 
them, have let go a Foundation- point, or they have let au 
Error ſtriking at the Foundations paſs without any Teftimo- 
ny againſt it. Further, I judge it will not be refuſed, that 
Mr. Campbell's Principle about Self- love and Self-intereſt is 
the ſame upon the Matter with Mr. Simſon's, as it is laid in 
che above Article: And, if it is true that the General * 
— | f | : 1 


Reaſon to take Notice of it, tho' it was commended by 
ſome who it ſeems take Words for Reaſon and Argument. 
I ſhall now conclude this Pofſcript with a few general 
Remarks on the Reverend Mr. C —-- e's EHay. | 

1. In order to diſcredit the judicial Act and Teftimony 

the aſſociate Presbytery, he does what he can to defame 
and blacken the Aſſemblies of our laſt reforming Period, 1 
humbly judge the Brethren ſaid enough with reſpect to what 
was defeCtive in that Perioo, when they expreſs themſelves 
thus in their judicial Act and Jeſtimony, p. 18. But, fince 
« the Church while militanr is in an imperfect State, it is 
« not hereby intended to affirm, that under the above men- 
i Sh | « tioned 


„ss, —m— 

2 4 136 have 1 Mr. Campbell's Principle; as then 
cedrng Brethren alledge in their judicial Act and Tens n 
>, (and they have given ſuch Reaſons for this as Mr. G 
haas not yet diſproven) then it may be juſtly concluded ,thar a 
Frror which ſtrikes at the Vitals of practical Religion has been 
adapted by that Aſſembly. And what tho' it is true that e 
ſome worthy and godly Men did not ſee into the true Meas WT «c 
ning of the ſaid Act with reference to Mr. Campbell, yet it „ 

is till an Act of Aſſembly, and ir muſt be taken in the ge- Cc 
nuine Senſe and Meaning of the Words compared with 4 
Mr. Campbell's Principles. I do not think when Mr. C-—e 16 
took the Field that he had the leaſt Thought that the Diſ- thi 
ute would have run ſo deep; and I doubt not but other E 
8 of conſiderable Importance will caſt up when we ric 
come to engage more cloſely in the preſent Controverſy. 
The Reverend Mr. C— e is the firſt that has appeared W 
upon the Field againſt the judicial Act and Teſti mony, ex- An 
cept what was done laft Year by an anonymous W titer in a | 
Paper publiſhed under the Title of 4 ſeaſon able T-ftimony, N 
&c. As to this Paper I ſhall only obſerve, That the ſeven- T. 
teen Queries contained in the ſecond Part thereof are all th 
taken out of the above-mentioned Narrative of the Commiſ= rei 
fon publiſhed Anno 1733, except the two laſt of the ſaid of 
Queries, and moſt of them are laid in the Words of the Nays Þ hr 
rative; yet the Author is neither ſo candid nor fair as to de- | wi 
clare ſo much: And, as he takes no Manner of Notice of |} Je 
what was ſaid by the ſeceding Brethren in the Revieaw of the on 
faid Narrative, ſo in the other Parts of that Paper he never or 
once enters into the Argument, tho}, in the Part that he calls R 
ſerious Expoſtulations, he pours out a flood of Words, com- 6c 

- mending Peace and Unity, which are moſt deſirable when of 
they have Truth for their Cement and Foundation; there- 40 
fore I humbly judge the /eceding Brethren had no Manner of 10 
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he challenges all the 0 as he terms them, 15 . 
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« deavoured, and mercifully attained, a conſiderable Pitch 


4 of Reformation during the foreſaid Period. Towards 


©« this their ſeveral Contendings and Wreſtlings; their ſolemn 


Vos and Engagements, their Declarations and Teſtimo- 


& monies all pointed. But Mr. C e is not ſatisfied with 
the above Declaration, and therefore everywhere in his 
Eſſay he loads the Aſſemblies of the above-mentioned Pe- 
mod with moſt unwarrantable and odious Proceedings. I 
know not what Cauſe he has ſerved by his Labours this 
Way, unleſs it is that of the Prelatiſts on the one Hand, 


and of the SeFarians on the other, who will readily ap- 


laud his Performance as excellent: I hope a more juſt, more 
ull and fair Character of that Period may be drawn in due 
Time. I ſhall only touch at the Treatment which he gives 
the famous Aſſembly 1638, and particularly an Act (as he 
terms it) paſt on the 15th of December: I know not how 
oft it is mentioned, as p. 20, 33, &*c. and, when he is 
brought to any Pinch, he throws it up for his Relief. That 
which he points at is the 17th Article of a large and excels 
Jent Act; and, whereas Mr. C——e thinks fir to mention 


only the laſt Clauſe of the ſaid Article, it is neceſſary in 


order to do Juſtice to that Aſſembly, and to undeceive the 
Reader, that I tranſcribe the whole, and it is as follows; 
6 Whereas the Confe/5ion of the Faith of this Kirk, con- 
&« cerning hoth Doctrine and Diſcipline, ſo often called in 
« queſtion by the corrupt Judgment and tyrannous Autho- 
« rity of the pretended Prelates, is now clearly explained, 
« and by this whole Kirk, repreſented by this General 
« Aſſembly. concluded, ordained alſo to be ſubſcribed by 
« all Sorts of Perſons within the ſaid Kirk and Kingdom: 
« The Aſſembly conſtitutes and ordains, that from hence- 
« forth no Sort of Perſon, of whatſoever Quality and De- 


« gree, be 333 to ſpeak or write againſt the ſaid Con- 


« feſsion, this Aſſembly, or any A& of this Aſſembly, an 

&« that under the Pain of incurring the Cenſures of this 
« Kirk.” This is the Act of Aſſembly that Mr. C——e 
repreſents in the moſt odious Manner, and which he infts 
nuates is a moſt tyrannical Act, and which he alledges re- 
ſtricts Miniſterial Freedom more than the Act 1733 ; yea, 


2 — — 
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period (viz. UW, 638 to 1649) thets was u Y 
* defective or wanting as to the Beauty and Order af 
eie Houſe of God, or that there was nothing culpable iin 
the Adminiſtration : All that is deſigned by the above 

particular Deduction is to declare, that this Church en- 
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ure an AB ſince that Time more unreaſonable than this, ß 
pat. Lam grieved to ſee one of his Character writing e 
this Rate. This famous Aﬀembly was ordered to riſe by. - 
the King's Commillioner, and they continued notwithſtan- 
ding to fir and to do their Buſineſs, whereby they gave a 
large practical Teftimony to the Headſhip and Sovereign=.. 
ty of the Lord Jeſus over his own ſpiritual Kingdom; they . ? 

explained and confirmed the Confeſsion of Faith, concerning 
both Doctrine and Diſcipline, in Oppoſition unto the cor- 
rupt Judgment and tyrannous Authority of the pretended 
Prelates, as the above Article declares ; they condemned 
Prelacy, and the five Articles of Perth, and depoſed the | 
pretended Prelates, as their, Acts bear, In regard they: . | 
were ordered to diſſolve by the King's Commiſſioner, theres. 
fore the Conſtitution of this Aſſembly, and conſequently. . 
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the Validity of their Proceedings, were impunged at this FF 
Time only by a Malignant Generation, open and e | # 
Enemies to the Lord's Work: On this Account, in the a- f 
bove Article they aſſert their juſt Authority, and the Vali- of 
dity of their Proceedings, which they had good Reaſon to- * 
do. The Judicatories of the Church can do nothing againſt 8 
the Truth; but when their Acts and Proceedings are for ee 
the Maintenance and Support of Truth, they may juſtly | « 
appoint Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures to be inflicted upon malig- & 
mint Oppoſers of their Acts and Proceedings, whether by 01 
Word or Writ; and this is all that is done by the fore» $ 
ſaid Aſſembly in the above Article: Muſt therefore a refor- Fa 
ming H enbiy be defamed, to ſupport the Credit of a de- ce 
forming 4fſembly, or at leaſt to extenuate the ſinful and un- «© 
warrantable Proceedings of the Aſſembly 1733 ? Or, ſhall 1 44 
the one be compared with the other? What is ſaid in the C 
Cloſe of the above Article muſt be connected with the firſt 1 
Part of it, and it plainly reſpects the honeſt and zealous Fa 
Endeavours of this Aſſembly to vindicate their Conftirution P 
as warrantable, and their Proceeding as valid, in aſſerting 8 
and maintaining our Doctrine and Diſcipline in Oppoſition 1 
to the Tyranny and Corruption of the perfidious Prelates. }F 3 
2. In order to diſcredit the judicial A and Teſtimony, p 
he appears to me to extenuate the Sins and Defections of | *? 
the preſent Period. Tho' he acknowledges, Chap zd, ſome © 
hings wrong amongſt us that are Ground of Mourning ; A 
Net he does not make any Acknowledgment of a habitual FF © 
Tract of Tyranny and Oppreſſion upon the Lord's Heri. 125 


tage: Lea, according to him, tho ſundry Perſons be leave- 

ned with groſs Errors in the Church of Kot land at this Day, 

| | e 
yet 


RN, „ n : 9 1 7 5 * N — 5 
eie 15 unaccountable to charge the Church of Hotlan 
the Church of Scotland with favouring Errors: But yet e 


fies wit 


1 


feceding Brethren may jaſtly charge the preſent Fudicato> 
vie h protecting, ſupporting and countenancing Errors, 
and that becauſe they have neither teſtified particularly nor 
exprefly againſt them, neither have they inflicted due Cen- 
fure upon the Erroneous, tho brought to their Bar. » 
x Arr. 8 e argues againft our Seceſſion from the 
reſent Judicatories, from the Practice of the Prophets 
nder the Old Teftament, who, notwithſtanding of the 
gros Corruptions amongſt the Prieſts, never ſeparated from 

e Church and Temple-worſhip; and from the Practice 


of our bleſſed Lord, who, notwithſtanding of the manifold 


Corruptions of the Fewi/b Church in his Time, attended 


che Temple-worſhip, and ordered his Diſciples to do fo, 
_ 1 39, 40. Tho' this Reaſoning is very frequent, yet, if 


prove any Thing at all, it proves too much, and more 


= 


than Mr, Ce himſelf will own; namely, that we ought to 
ſubmit to Ordinances diſpenſed by ſuch as are grofly immo. 


ral in their Practice. But Mr. C—— e, p. 35, ſays he's much 


of this Opinion, That ſach as are evidently ſcandalous 


ec may be withdrawn from; albeir, thro' the Iniquity of 
«the Times, they ſhould not be cenſured by a Church- 
* judicatory when complained. of.” But, with Reference 


to the above Argument, we are to confider, that the Church 


viſible was confined unto one Nation under the Old- Teſta- 
ment Diſpenſation, and that now the viſible Catholick Church 
under the Goſpel, © is not confined to one Nation as before 
* under the Law, but conſiſts of all thoſe throughout the 
t World that profeſs the true Religion, and of their 
4 Children, Confeſsion Chap. 25. § 2.“ As the Prophets, 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, did not ſeparate from the Catho- 
lisk viſible Church, but obſerved the Temple-worfhip and 
Ordinances; ſo it is one Thing to depart from a; particular, 
Provincial or National Church, on account of their Core 
ruptions, and another Thing to ſeparate from the Catho- 
lick viſible Church. If the Prophets and Diſciples of Chriſt 


attended the Old-Teſtament Altar and Temple-worſhip, 


ſo J hope thoſe that depart from Minifterial Communion 
with the preſent Judicatories, on account of their Defe- 
ctions, do, notwithſtanding, cleave to our News Teſtament 


Altar Chriſt Jeſus, and to the Goſpel.ordinances and In- 


ſtitutions, viz. Word, Sacraments and Diſcipline, which 


are given primarily to the Church Catholick viſible. Mr. 
. G 2 02 
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i munion with a Church having Corruptions, or whoſe 
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+ argues, p. 40. © Bur, if it be a Sin to join in 


&® tors are not what they ought to be, then it would follow, 
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$ that the Lord's People under the Old Teſtament were | 
et under a Neceſſity of ſinning, either by forſaking of God's ! 
„ Ordinances, or by joining with corrupt Men in a Church 


& with many Corruptions; or that the ſame moral Action 
„ which was lawful then would be finful in us now. 
ge If fo be the Preſence of wicked Men defile the Worſhip 
ge to the Godly, then they had been bound to withdraw 
* from the Church, even under the Old Teſtament, altho* 
& there had been no other Church to join with.“ But the 
whole of the above Reaſoning proceeds upon this groſs Mi- 
ſtake, as if the ſeceding Brethren affirmed that the Sins of 
Fellow-worſhipers polluted and defiled the Ordinances ta 
others. This 1s a Principle maintained by the rigid Browne 
ifs and other Sectaries; and it is a Principle juſtly oppoſed 

y Mr. Rut berfoord in his Due Right and Peaceable Plea, as 
alſo by other great Men whom Mr. C— e names in his 
Eſſay; and they manage the Argument with good Succeſs, 
from the Old- Teſtament Church, againft the above Prin- 
ciple. But, as this is not a Principle maintained by any of 


the ſeceding Brethreth, viz. That the Sins of Fellow- wor- 


ſhippers pollute and defile the Worſhip, or that the Sins of 
a Fellow-communicant pollute that Qrdinance to others; ſ@ 
their Seceſſion is not founded upon any ſuch Principle or 
Bottom: Yet they judge a Seceſſion from the preſent Ju- 


dicatories warrantable and neceſſary on many other Groundg 


and Reaſons, namely, that it is neceſſary in order to their 
belding faſt that avhich they bave received, Rev. ii. 25. neceſ- 
fary in order unto their” ftlanding faſt in the Liberty where» 
eith Chrift hath made them free, Gal v. 1. neceſſary in or- 
der unto a ſuitable Teſtimony againſt a Courſe of Defection 
and Backſliding, Rom. xvi. 17. a neceſſary Mean likewiſe 
of Conviction to a corrupt and backſliding Party, 2 Tbeg. 
iii. 14. as alſo neceſſary in order to maintain and keep up 
a Teſtimony for Truth, and for tranſmitting the ſame pure 
and uncorrupted to Poſterity. On theſe and many ſuch Con- 
ſiderations, a Seceſſion from ſome particular Churches, that 
are degenerate and corrupt, may be neceſſary Duty. 


4. Mr. Ce, in order to rub upon the Conduct of the 


ſeceding Brethren, and to diſcredit their Teſtimony, en- 
deavours to make them inconſiſtent with themſelves, in Ci- 
fations that he brings from ſome Papers publiſhed by them 
many Years ago: Thus he frequently cites a Paper ne 
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Years ago, tho there is a vaſt Difference betwize t 


Situation of the Church of Scotland then and now. I hum "TY 1 
ey judge this is a low and mean Way of arguing, and un- 
> worthy of any fair and ingenuous Diſputant : How does it 


ſupport Mr. C——e's Cauſe, tho he ſhould prove all the 


- Brethren inconſiſtent with themſelves in their former Write 


Inge (which he has not done as yet with reſpe& to any one 
of them) unleſs he can prove that they are wrong now? If 
I ſhould alledge and prove, that, when Mr. Currie affirms 
Page 29th, that the Church of Scotland is not habitually 
guilty of "Tyranny, that he is inconſiſtent with himſelf in 
is other Writings concerning the Right of the Chriſtian 
People to chooſe their own Miniſters, I ſhould thereby rub 
upon Mr. Currie; but it would by no Means ſtrengthen the 
Cauſe I plead for, or ſupport my Argument, : 
5. Mr, Currie thro his Eſſay jumbles together the Judi- 
cial Act and Teftimony emitted by the aſſociate. Presbytery, and 
a Book called Plain Reaſons: His Deſign is obvious and 
plain; but, as the ſeceding Brethren have no Concern in 
that Book, ſo I have taken no Manner of Notice of it. 
6. He thinks fit to publiſh a great many private Stories 
and Hearſays: Theſe are ſcattered thro' his Book, with an 
evident Deſign to defame the Conduct of the Brethren, and 
to diſcredit their Judicial Act and Teftimony ; as Preface, 
Pages 12th and 13th, &. As this is an unmanly Way of 


managing a Cauſe ; ſo I hope, if the ſeceding Brethren ſhall 


think fit to give any Reply to this bulky Performance, that 
they will never be ſo mean and low as to rake into ſuch 
Dungghils. | „ 
7. I am heartily ſorry for that Bitterneſs of Spirit that 
I ſee breathing throughout the whole of this Eſſay. What= - 
ever Contempt Mr. C——e may pour upon the ſeceding 
Brethren, and whatever hard Names he may think fit to 
beftow upon them, I wiſh he had treated the Cauſe and Te- 
ſtimony they hold with more of Meekneſs and Fear: He 
ſeems to be confident (Preface, Page 12th) that,upon reading 
his Book, his Readers may ſee that there is a good de 


more to be ſaid in Vindication of the Church of Scotland, 


and againſt Separation from her, than ſome of them ima- 
gined, namely, ſuch as are much diſobliged already at ſome 
for nat joining the ſeceding Brethren ; yet I doubt not but 


the ſeceding Brethren have very much likewiſe to ſay for 


themſelves, and I'm ſorry they have ſo much to ſay: I fin- 


cerely wiſh that Matters were otherwiſe ſtated in the preſent 7 


Judi- 
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F © "Reother hasgiven ſuffcient Ground and Matter of Trig 


fram the, Way and Manner whereby he has managed the” 
Argument, Every one of us have much Reaſan to be jealous 
& over our own Spirits: Therefore I pray, that our Conr 
ng upon this Subject may be only and ſingly for Truth, 
and that they may be governed with a Diſoofition and Tem- 
per of Spirit becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt; and let hh. 


1 | 5 have 1 Victory, and let God have all the Glory. ; 


* 2 Pens, May 1 5th | <> a 
8 1738. . OT 2 
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» Advertiſement, _© 


T the Printing-houſe in the Fiſh-zarket are to be 


_ 


3 8 s emitted by the Reverend ASSOCIATE 
PRESBYTERY. | = 


LIKEWISE, i 


NM EMOIRs of the Life of the Reverend Mr. 


3 


James Fraſer of Brea, lometime Miniſter of ths 


fold the TESTIMONIES and all the other ® 


* 


Goſpel at Culreſs. Wherein, among other Things, is 
a particular Account of his Sufferings. Written b 
himſelf, Price, bound in Calf and titled; Half a Cro wu, 
ALSWU — Y 
A NARRATIVE of the ſurpriſing Work 
of GOD in the Converſion of many Hundred Souls 
in Northampton and the neighbouring Towns ang 
Villages in New- Hampſoire in New- England, Price, 
ſtitch'd, Sixpence. 8 1 5 
AN, 2 
Dr. Owen's Humble TESTIMONY to the 
Goodneſs and Severity of GOD in his Dealing 
with ſinful Churches and Nations. Price, ſtitch d, 
Fourpence. 3 
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